Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Fr. Sebastian Devasya, Pastor
PO Box 1310
507 Harrison St
Princeton, WV 24740
304-425-3664

December 5-6, 2020

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
Confession by appointment only.
Please contact the church office or email Father
Saturday, Dec 5 {Open to public}
4:00pm + People of the Parish
Sunday, Dec 6 {live stream at 11, Open to public}
11:00 + Jeanne Boggess by Timm & Gina Boggess
(Mon, Wed & Fri Masses are live streamed at 6pm
Tues & Thur Masses are live streamed at Noon)

Monday, Dec 7- 6pm + People of the Parish
Tuesday, Dec 8- {livestream & Open in Pctn}
12Noon Holy day of Obligation + People of the Parish
Wednesday, Dec 9 - 6pm + People of the Parish
Thursday, Dec 10 -{livestream & Open in Princeton}
12 Noon Brenda Ivelise by Maria Franco
Friday, Dec 11- 6pm + People of the Parish
Saturday, Dec 12 {Open to public}
4:00pm + People of the Parish
Sunday, Dec 13 {live stream at 11, Open to public}
11:00 + Peggy Milburn by Esther Picconi

Upcoming dates:
Dec 6: All Gifts for Children’s Home Society
Giving Tree due to be returned!
Dec 8- 12 noon Mass- Holy day of Obligation:
The Immaculate Conception of Blessed Virgin Mary

Mass in Bluefield at 6pm
Dec 15- 6pm Penance Service, Princeton
Dec 16- 6pm Communal Reconciliation in Blfd
Dec 24- 4pm and 7pm Christmas Vigil Mass
Dec 25- Midnight Christmas Vigil
Dec 25- 11am Christmas Day Mass
We are asking parishioners to please make a
reservation for the Christmas Masses. Call the
church office, sign up in Narthex or link here:
Christmas Mass Reservation

Second Sunday of Advent
Office Staff:
Fr. Sebastian Devasya: sdevasya@dwc.org
Deacon Don Hammond deacondon@sacredheartblfd.org
Office Mngr: Kim Hickman khickman@sacredheartprinceton.org
Youth Min: Vickie Blankenship vickie@sacredheartprinceton.org
and Lorin Albin lorin@sacredheartprinceton.org
Faith Formation: Gina Boggess gina@sacredheartprinceton.org

Staff is currently on limited hours in the office,
please email or call.

Your Gifts to God
Weekend

Nov 29
Envelopes
Loose Offertory
Holiday Flowers
Giving Tuesday
TOTAL
Abel Crisis Center
Tender Mercies
Dioc: Campaign for
Human Develop
Dioc: Priest Retire
Attendance:

YTD
Actual

2,837.00
22.00
25.00
2,500.00
$5,384.00
25.00
65.00

145,410.53
4,072.86
1,038.00
6,015.00
$156,536.39
585.00
2,499.00

30.00
1,000.00
4pm: 24

382.00
1,660.00
11am: 40

YTD
Budget
158,500.00
15,500.00
2,500.00
$161,920.39
375.00
900.00
600.00
1,000.00

Thank you to all who have been mailing in your weekly/
monthly donations. They are very much appreciated.
If possible, please consider mailing in your weekly donation
to: Sacred Heart Church

PO Box 1310
Princeton, WV 24740
Or
TEXT Give! To 1-304-364-0700

Mass Readings, Or
Sign up for online giving using this link:
Prayers and Music
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/sacredheartpctn
for
this weekend
We appreciate
your dedication and support
available by scanning
to your parish
this QR code.

Ministry Schedule
DATE/TIME

LECTOR

HOSPITALITY

VIDEO

12/5 – 4pm
12/6 – 11 am

A Dumapit
Z Romano

Blankenship
Hickman

n/a
K. Hickman

12/12 – 4 pm
12/13 – 11 am
12/19 – 4 pm
12/20 – 11am
12/24 – 4 pm
12/24 – 7pm
12/25 – 12am
12/25 – 11 am
12/26 -4pm
12/27 – 11am

B Schumacher
G. Boggess
C. Jones
M. Flanigan
A Dumapit
M. Flanigan
D. LaMothe
K. Hickman
M. Bacho
D. LaMothe

Bacho
LaMothe
Blankenship
Hillyer
Bacho
Blankenship
Hillyer
Hickman
Bacho
Hillyer

n/a
M. LaMothe
n/a
M. Hillyer
Bacho
M. LaMothe
n/a
M. LaMothe

Mass Music for December 5-6: Mass of Remembrance
Opening: On Jordan’s Bank
Psalm: Ps. 80: Lord, Let Us See your Kindness
Offertory: Like a Shepherd
Mystery of Faith: We proclaim your death....
Communion: I have Loved You
Communion Meditation: "Anima Christi"
Close: The King of Glory

Upcoming 2nd Collections:
Next weekend December 13:

Dec 24-25- Support Catholic Charities West Virginia
today! Our readings remind us of our baptism, where
we joined the body of Christ and began our mission of
love. At Catholic Charities West Virginia, we love our
neighbors through caring and compassionate services to
people in need, supporting them as they make meaningful
change. Will
you
help
us? Donate
at www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org, mail in a donation
(2000 Main Street, Wheeling, WV 26003), or
text ‘Christmas’ to 304-245-6600. We’re waiting in joyful
hope: 19 Days Until Christmas!

As we journey deeper into Advent, we shift our attention from the first week of Advent where
we focused on the themes of hope and anticipation into the second week of Advent where we
contemplate preparation and peace.
The first reading takes place in the desert. At first glance, the desert is a new path to freedom.
God led his people shackled by slavery out of Egypt into the desert. But, upon closer
inspection, the desert is place of struggle and hardship. God’s people were not prepared for
their sojourn into the desert. They were dependent upon God and had to learn to trust Him. We hear “a
voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the Lord!” We also hear “comfort, give comfort to my
people.” Through this reading we come to understand God’s patient love for us and how he longs to connect
with us. He sent others to show us the way, but only we can prepare the way. If we wish to receive peace this
Christmas, we must prepare our hearts throughout the season Advent.
The second reading instructs us on how we should prepare our hearts: “conducting yourselves in holiness and
devotion, waiting.” “Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, be eager to be found without spot or
blemish before him, at peace.”
The Gospel reading reveals John the Baptist, also in the desert, as the messenger sent to prepare the way for the
Mightier One. All the inhabitants of Jerusalem were being baptized by him in the Jordan River. John proclaimed a
baptism of repentance and forgiveness. The Gospel of Mark invites us to cross over from an parched, lifeless
desert of sin to the refreshing, life-giving waters of salvation through baptism.
This week, as we prepare our hearts for the celebration of Jesus’ arrival as a gift to all humanity, I challenge each
of you to pause your hurried lives and ask yourself:






What shackles can God free me from this Advent season?
What areas of my life are like a desert - parched and lifeless?
What new beginning is God calling me to?
How can I spiritually “prepare the way” for Christmas?
What gives me peace?

Heavenly Father, just as You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way for Jesus, help me to clear the path in my
heart. Show me the distractions in my life that block me from worshipping You this Advent. Give me a heart,
Lord, that looks for Your coming on a daily basis. Help me to live my life where I'm constantly seeking Your
presence. God, comfort, give comfort to your people, especially during this troubled and uncertain time in our
world. Make us worthy to receive your greatest gift, the Prince of Peace.
In peaceful anticipation,
Father Sebastian

Christmas Mass Schedule
Sacred Heart in Princeton will be celebrating Christmas Masses:
Thursday, December 24th 4pm, 7pm, Midnight, and
Friday, December 25th at 11am
Because of Covid-19 and our limited seating for safety, we are asking all who are attending Christmas Masses to
please reserve a seat. You may call the church office, or check this link: Christmas Mass Reservation. You will
also receive the link by email. Please help us plan accordingly and make your reservation today. We will be
asking for the number attending, family names, and a contact phone number. Those without a reservation will be
on a first come, first seated after reserved seats have been fulfilled. Thank you!
Sacred Heart in Bluefield will be celebrating Christmas Masses: Thursday, December 24th at 2pm, 5pm and Friday,
December 25th at 9am. {No reservation required, first come, first seated}

Advent 2020

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
Princeton, WV

Advent 2020
Penance Service
December 15
6 pm

Advent 2020
Some Resources for Prayer and Reflection
Creighton University Online Ministries: onlineministries.creighton.edu
Loyola Press: www.yearinourchurch@loyolapress.com

Advent Reflections you may sign up to receive from these sites:
Dynamic Catholic:

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/best-advent-ever.html

Faith ND: Gospel Reading and Reflection Daily faith@nd.edu
Henri Nouwen Society: www.henrinouwen.org
Morning Offering: https://www.morningoffering.com/

Christmas Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve: 4 pm and 7 pm
Christmas Day: Midnight Mass
Christmas Day: 11 am
Reserved seating is required.
To make reservations: sign up in the Narthex;
Call the Parish Office; or online at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YKCG8L6

A Christmas gift for you!
From: Parish family!
Please enjoy Mathew Kelly’s
newest book
“I heard God Laugh”
Copies available in the Narthex

The High School Youth Group
Giving Tree
to benefit Children’s Home
Society foster children

Thank all who supported us!
Gifts are due at the church this weekend!

TENDER MERCIES
“Then the righteous will answer him, saying, Lord,
when did we see you hungry and feed you,
were thirsty and give you drink?”

Our Youth Group is requesting Personal Hygiene items for Tender Mercies!
Shampoo, soap, deodorant for men and women.
Please drop in the boxes in front of the
Youth Christmas Tree!

Ongoing Food collection:
Please drop off can goods, peanut butter, soup, pasta, rice, food staples.

Christmas Ham Drive!
Tender Mercies is conducting a Christmas Ham drive. Please donate today.
Mail checks to: Tender Mercies PO Box 669, Princeton WV 24740
Join us via Zoom for our Advent Directed Retreat
How Jesus' Family is Just Like Yours
with Retreat Director: Fr. J. Patrick Foley, Ph.D.

Friday, December 11th from 3:30 – 9:00 pm EST
Saturday, December 12th from 8:15 am – 3:15 pm EST
Suggested Offering: $70
Are you struggling to find meaning in the seeming chaos that is 2020?
As Christmas draws near, you are invited to consider this:
When God came into our world, it could have been in any number of ways: a world tour, a celestial
spectacle, an appearance in Rome, on and on. What God did was far more mundane, but quite
wonderful: God created a family.
Join us as we gather (via Zoom) on Friday, December 11th from 3:30 - 9:00 p.m. (Eastern), and continue
on Saturday, December 12th from 8:15 a.m.-3:15 p.m. (Eastern) for a series of conferences, times for
quiet reflection, and times for prayer.
As part of this retreat, there will also be opportunities for 20-minute spiritual direction sessions offered
by WVIS Spiritual Directors. These individuals will be available to listen to whatever you desire to share
and assist you in hearing what God may be saying to you at this moment in your life.
For more information, please talk to our Gina, WVIS Director Intern, 304-920-7047 or to register, email
wvisreg@gmail.com.
Donation: Mail your check along with your name, email, and phone number to: 1601 Virginia Street East,
Charleston, West Virginia 25311. Be sure to put Advent Retreat in the Memo line. To pay via credit card, email
wvislorena@aol.com.

December 6, 2020 • 2nd Sunday of Advent • Year B

A Long Road Ahead
This Week’s Readings at Mass
▶ Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 - Promise of salvation
▶ 2 Peter 3:8-14 - Christ will come in judgment
▶ Mark 1:1-8 - John the Baptist

In the First Reading, the prophet Isaiah addressed
the Jewish people, who were captives in Babylon.
It was a time of great darkness in the history of our
Jewish ancestors. Their country had been
conquered, and their people were captured and
taken away to a foreign land. Isaiah was speaking
to people who knew what hopelessness felt like,
people who understood personal and national
darkness and despair. They didn’t know if their
nation would survive the conquest or if they would
ever see their homeland again. Home was 500
miles across the wilderness as the crow flies, but
a 900 mile trek because of the terrain.
Isaiah proclaimed words of comfort, and
promised that their ordeal was about to end. He
knew the journey back home would be long and
hard. The people would have mountains to climb
and valleys to cross as they passed through the
rugged landscape, but Isaiah promised that God
would be with them to smooth the way. He
assured them that their God was coming with
power, and like a shepherd, would feed his flock
and lead them with care.

Questions of the Week

1

Of all the disturbing situations in the year
2020, which one(s) disturb you the most and
make
you long for God’s relief or comfort?

1
2

In what personal situation(s) are you
experiencing mountains, valleys, and rough
country?
Word of the Week • Copyright © 2020 Ann Naffziger. Published by
the Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved.

Angelina Grbac is having a
BIRTHDAY!
On December 19th Angie will be 100 years young!
Because of the pandemic, the family is requesting that you help
her celebrate by sending a card. Angie is at her home at
154 Canyon Ave • Princeton, WV 24740.
The family appreciates your assistance in
celebrating her very special day!

Gift for You!

Your Advent

Little Blue Book
is here!
Check the table in the Narthex

Learning opportunity!

Survey of Catholic Doctrine
(January 3 – February 6)
A five-week course offered through the University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community for
Faith Formation (VLCFF). This is a hybrid model offering both live weekly lectures (through Zoom)
as well as a rich variety of online resources.
We will look at some of the major doctrines of the Catholic Church including the Trinity, original sin, church, salvation
history, and the communion of saints. We will explore and deepen our understanding of terms and concepts such as:
magisterium, ecumenism, eschatology, and other Catholic terms. If you are a catechist, work with the RCIA, couples
preparing for marriage, parents preparing to baptize their children, or are an adult interested in deepening your faith,
please join fellow Catholics from across the Diocese as we learn more about our Tradition.
This course is being underwritten by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, who pays 100% of the tuition.
The course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu. For further information or to register, please contact Jeanne McKeets at the
Diocese at jmckeets@dwc.org

Please include the following persons in
your daily prayers:
PARISHIONERS: Leona Abshire, Ruth Boyd,
Dale Geiger, Angie Grbac, Jim Lintz,
Fr. Greg Lyttle, Jerry McFadden, Helen Myers,
Florencio Neri Sr. (Grandpa Neri), Dr. Jun Neri,
Esther Piconi, Christine Quattrone, Melanie &
Jeremi Robinson, Deborah Saffell, & John Shay
FRIENDS AND FAMILY: John Bowers, Joe Caccamo
(brother of Pat), Carla Creppel, Linda Cunningham,
Gordon Harmon, Wylie Rae Henson (Kay Bailey’s
granddaughter), Brenda Ivelise, Sandy Morefield
(friend of Gaspersich family), Susan Nelson (Bill
Picknally’s daughter), Agnes Sedi, Sherry Sisk, Agnes
Tokarski (Bill Picknally’s sister), Jamie Willoughby
(niece of Sharon Buttaci)

Please call or email the church office to add
names of those who need prayer.
All names are welcome.

The Concord University Newman Center Leader
is Paul Krause. You can reach him at:
216-402-1450 or pkrause@dwc.org
Finance Council Members:
Charlie Pace (chair), Gina Boggess, Shelby Neri,
Frank Sinicrope, Fred St. John, Richard Flanigan,
Kevin Garrett, Gene Richardson.
Ad Hoc member: Kim Hickman
Parish Council Members:
Deb LaMothe (chair), Harold Cofer, Gabriel Rieger,
Susie Pace, Charlie Blankenship, Zack Romano,
Santina St. John, Renee Green, Mike Flanigan.
Ad Hoc: Vickie Blankenship, Gina Boggess, K Hickman

Care of the Sick:
Please notify Father
Sebastian, Deacon Don (304-320-6037), or the
church office when someone is seriously ill
and/or in the hospital. Sacraments or care of
the seriously ill are administered at any time,
day or night.

Adjusted protocols due to the Covid-19 outbreak
In case of an emergency and a priest is needed,
please call:
(The parish offices will have very minimal staff
hours)
 The Parish Office (304) 425-3664

Bluefield Parish Office (304) 327-5623

Deacon Don Hammond at (304) 320-6037

Kim Hickman at 304-920-2440

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let
us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is
sick. We can place your name on the prayer list. At
this time, since the most vulnerable are our elderly,
sick, and those with certain health issues, we are
temporarily suspending until further notice visiting
and distributing holy communion in the home. A
Eucharistic Minister, Deacon or Priest will find it
hard to live with themselves if they have been the one
to unknowingly cause you to contract Covid-19.
Nursing home & rehabilitation centers: Many of
these facilities have limited who may enter. Fr.
Sebastian will follow the guidelines posted by the
facility.
Anyone who is hospitalized: Hospitals are limiting
access to patients out of an abundance of caution. Fr.
Sebastian will follow the hospital guidelines.
In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the
actively dying: Fr. Sebastian or Deacon Don should be
contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the
opportunity to confess their sins, profess their faith, be
anointed, and receive Holy Communion – the foretaste
and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or
she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current
situations, that there be enough time for Fr. Sebastian
to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the
actively dying.

