O“r Par iSh December 14, 2025

Third Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u " ' T v Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 / James 5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11

Say to the fearful of heart:

Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God,

he comes with vindication;

With divine recompense

he comes to save you.
ISAIAH 35:4

The Gift of Questions

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

e sometimes imagine that a sign of a strong faith is firm conviction and freedom from doubt. However,
despite our imaginings, the authentic experiences of saints and ordinary people alike seem to point in
another direction. The question of John the Baptist today—"Are you the one who is to come, or
should we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3)—suggests that John is filled with questions, and these
are important questions because they are asked from the depths of King Herod'’s prison, which is
not exactly the place of idle musings or concerns.
If John, who is a great saint and a man who encountered Jesus and witnessed the powerful

SCANTO

manifestation of the Holy Spirit at his baptism, can have a question, doesn’t it suggest that LEARN ABOUT
< G mt s i AUTHOR
questions are acceptable—perhaps even needed? Perhaps questioning is an indication of FR. THOMAS M.
SANTA, CSSR

faithfulness, not a lack of faith. Questions do not suggest that something is missing; rather, they
confirm that something is growing and developing. The Baptist could just have easily said, “Jesus, you are doing
and saying more than | ever imagined possible. Please help me to understand,” or, to quote an unnamed saint, “|
do believe, help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24).

God will not shatter, and faith will not collapse, because you have questions or doubts.

Experience suggests that questions and doubts strengthen our belief and our commitment to a life of faith. @

Reflect

Do I welcome questions, mine and others, as a way to grow in faith?
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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

1003 WYOMING ST, BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
DECEMBER 13-14, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS Sacred Heart
Saturday, December 13 - 6:00 PM Princeton
T Fr. James Murphy by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton . A(’ilass Times
ues ays:
Sunday, December 14- 9:00 AM 5 pm - Adoration &
Confession
T People of the Parish ( Pro Populo) 6 pm - Mass
Wed., December 17 - Adoration at 5 pm & Mass at 6 pm
* * Thursdays:
‘{?Kathy Richards by Deborah Garton & Fred Butler 12 Noon - Mass
Thursday, December 18— 10:00 AM First Fridays:
. 12 Noon
T Theresa Soulis by Vittoria Lijoi
Saturdav, December 20- 6:00 PM Saturdays: )

7 3:30 pm -Confession
‘B‘Monty Ramella by Debby Ramella 4:00 pm - Mass
Sunday, December 21 - 9:00 AM Sundays:

10:30 -Confessi
‘B‘People of the Parish (Pro Populo) 11:00 :;rnri ) I\Z:S: son

Confession: 8:30 AM on Sundays ~ 5:45 PM on Saturdays ~ 5:00 PM on Wednesdays ~ By Appointment

UPCOMING EVENTS CHURCH STAFF
December 14: Third Sunday of Advent PASTOR: Rev. Joseph Mandokkara Augustine, J.C.L.
jaugustine@dwe. org Office: 304-327-7218
December 13-14: 2nd Collection: Retirement for the Religious
December 14: Christmas Concert 4 pm PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Julia Harrison, M.A.A.T.
December 14: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm julia@sacredheartblfd.org 304-396-5706
December 16: OCIA Meeting 5 pm PARISH SECRETARY: Lucy Brinegar
December 16: Men’s Prayer Group 6 pm Ibrinegar(@sacredheartblfd.org
December 16: Choir Practice 6 pm YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Wendi Aiello
December 21: Fourth Sunday of Advent w.aiello@yahoo.com 304-320-2150
December 21: Christmas Church Decorating after 9 am Mass PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Kim Hickman
December 24; Christmas Eve Mass at 6 pm & 8 pm Khickman@sacredheartblfd.org

December 25: Christmas Day Mass at 9 am Office Hours: 304-327-5623

December 24-26: Office Closed for Holiday Monday- Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm
Food Pantry Hours:

December 28: No Faith Formation for Holiday

January 1: New Years Day/ Mary, Mother of God Mass 10 am Wednesday 10:00am -2:00 pm

To our non-Catholic friends, we extend a warm invitation to for you to come forward and receive a Blessing when our Catholic brothers and
sisters come forward to receive Holy Communion. Please come up to the Priest or Eucharistic Minister with your hands folded across your chest,

so we will know that you wish to receive a Blessing. We are gratgfu] for your presence.



The Third Sunday of Advent is o A,
e oy I the Havens
At this halfway point in Advent, §Q POSTPONED l
light two violet and the rose =
candles on your Advent wreath UNTIL
and Rejoice! FURTHER
For the Lord is near! NOTICE

You Picked Your Angel Child, What’s Next?

Shop for your angel child, wrap the presents

and stick your angel sticker on the wrapped : . h\ W m 777@(5 o] édwda[@

gift.
Return your gifts by December 14th and our : D shem ber 24 t h 6:00 PM
drivers will deliver them to the families. Children's Christmas Mass

If anyone has any questions or would like to
participate as a delivery driver,

December 24th 8:00 PM
Christmas Eve Mass '

please contact: ;
Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 A D e e i "‘.‘_ ‘
Linda Mariotti or . Christmas Day Mass ‘,.
Mary-Ann Bogucki g 0 Ouee S A

CENTENNIAL p——
HisTORY BOOK

—  cCIo——«

Our Wonderful Centennial History Books have
arrived!

They would make wonderful keepsakes to cherish
the last 100 years of our parish.

The history books will be sold at every Mass or
you may pick one up at the church office.

Each History Book will cost $25.00

We will also be selling our T-Shirts, Cookbooks,
Christmas Ormaments, Magnets, and NoteCards

Get a Sacred Heart Keepsake for all your Family
and Friends!
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) A Ghesiney 0 Pattd OCIA, or Order of Christian Initiation of é [} Mf . W
g cg e Sk Adults, is a gradual process for adults who oof %'
O C I A wish to join the Catholic Church or for - %MOW oéw

Order of Christlan Initiatlon
oy v a8 ACT)

Catholics who want to complete their

& ..
initiation sacraments. If interested, please call éOr ﬁ%?
Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 or Claire Lampert at 304-921-2455. =it

OCIA will be meeting every Tuesday at 5:00 pm in the Lounge.

, For daily Mass:
| |ﬁ Faith Formation 2025-26 .f SChOOlS :are closed
N i ; Every Sunday at 10:15 am 1
¢ } . Faith Formation in the School ltSuilding : ’
/ 3 Mass is cancelled.
Schedule

December 14 ~ Regular Session
December 21 ~ Regular Session

¢, This does not apply to:
#% Holy Days of Obligation

First Fridays
Men’s Prayer Group)! Weekend Masses
All Men of the Parish are invited to our bimonthly Men’s Fr ]oseph will always celebrate
Prayer group meetings. The structure for the group '

\ . ) . these Masses.
consists of prayer, formation, and fraternity.
Next Meetings

December 16th at 6 pm in Lounge

s

Notices will be sent out via
Sacred Heart Flocknote and our Facebook page
Adult Grief Support Group about any cancellations

_
>

Our volunteer run Adult Gringupport Group is a

s 0 chance to talk and notface grigfa]one. The group
- - will be taking a break dun’ng the winter season and
¥

will resume meeting in February, weather permitting.

Centering Prayer Group

What is centering prayer?

Centering prayer is a silent, contemplative prayer method rooted in
Catholic tradition, aiming to foster a deeper relationship with God.
It is a way to cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s presence and
action within oneself. The Centering Praying Group gather every
Sunday at 5 pm to converse and to participate in centering
prayer.

St. Anne's Altar Society

St. Anne’s will meet the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 11 am after morning Mass. All Ladies of
the Parish are welcome to attend!

Next Meeting will be January 8th, 2026
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December Ministry Schedule
Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Time
Sat 1.A. Peretti 1.T. Behrmann  [1.]. McCloud 1.L. Bolayrd Dan
Dec. 13|]. McCloud TBA 2.E. Peretti 2.C. Saunders 2.V. Hager 2.1.Pascasio G
ray
6 pm .
D. Duritza
Sun 1.T. Brown 1.A. Rebuck 1.A. Robinson 1.R. Albert R
Dec. 14 2.TBA 2.M. Rebuck 2.C. Stacy 2.R. . Malamisura Jack
9 am Winfree’s | B. Musolin Malamisura )
3.K. Brown Theresia
4.R. Kidd

Support Catholic Charities West Virginia:
Give to the Second Collection at Christmas Mass

As we celebrate Christ’s birth, we're invited to share

His love with neighbors facing hunger,
homelessness, and hardship.

Your gift helps:

Feed families
Support seniors

Assist children and parents in need
Welcome newcomers seeking safety
Provide compassionate crisis support

Every dollar brings hope.

'0’ Catholic
Wi Charities
WEST VIRGINIA

Thank you for supporting the Christmas Collection.
May the peace of the Christ Child be with you.
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In Memory Of

Mary Lou, Ken, and Roger Mash

Mary & William Albert
Rose Pendleton
Ada Mae Williams
Nancy & Bill Densemore

Hattie Helke
Jack Martin

Patsy Malamisura
Jack Albert

by Randy & Cynthia Albert

In Memory Of
John & Annette Battaglino
by Mary Jo Babbitt

Donated by
Frank & Lililan Brady

In Memory Of
Nick & Francis Buzzo
by Bob & Cathy Buzzo

Donated by
James & Donella Crigger

In Memory Of
John Crist, Sr.
Elizabeth Crist

Mary Ann & Kenneth Franklin

Mary Williams
by John & Debbie Crist

Donated by

Tom & Valerie Hager

i onated by Carol Havens

.In Memqry Of
Marg-ie 4t::hnson
Libbe Owens
Percy Lee Johnson
by Percy Johnson

In Memory Of
The Deceased Members of
the Kirk & Sullivan Families
by Daniel & Kathy Kirk

In Memory Of
Mr. & Mrs. EW. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. E.M. Lampert
Harold Bright
D. E. Clemins
by Terry & Claire Lampert

Donated by
Carl & Linda Mariotti

In Memory Of
Ray L. Shumate
Mary Shumate
by Jimmie & Marilyn McCoy

Donated by
Mike & Patti McGinnity

In Memory of
The Deceased Members

of the Hedrick & Lewey Family

: " Doniated by
Jim & Barbara Musolin

Donated by

Steven & Patty Peebles

In Memory Of
Anthony P. Peretti
by Patty Peretti

In Memory Of
Genara Buendia

Presentacion Tumbokon
by Dennis & Marietta Tumbokon

In Memory Of
Marianne Peters
by Jay & Pat Valeyko

In Memory Of
Jerry & Diana Ganni
by Gina Vescio

Donated by
Steven & Laura Ward
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Annette Pike, Anne Marie Plavecsky, Dee Puckett, Nick Pullano,

Moran & Family, Annette & Claude Morgan, Sharon Rothausen, Audrey Snyder

Sambgﬁauc?wzy%m

Parishioners: Stephanie Blevins, George Bowling, Mary Bruch, Ron Ciccolini, Benny Disibbio, Carolina Ferrare, Angie Genovesi, Julia

Harrison, Daniel Kirk, Claire & Terry Lampert, Tommie Jo Longworth, Mary Malamisura, Sabrina Mazol, Aalannah McPeak, Feleesha

Homebound Parishioners: Linda Angelelli, Joanne Ercoline, Lou Ercoline, Mary Claire Keenan, Sue Mazol, Joan Monaco, Ernesto

Pascasio, Barbara Pickett, Rosalie Rochetti, Mitzi Romeo, Miriam Salaita, Anna H. Switch, Joan Zingale

Friends & Family: Lorin Albin, Leia Allen, Ethan Atwell, Lane Austin, Vera Lee Austin, Madeline Behrmann, Yvonne Blevins, Mark
Burnette, John Burton, Patrick Clark, Chuck Comer, Randy Crisco, Beatrice Dunn, Fr. Chapin Engler, George "Hooger" Fisher, Elizabeth
George, Angela Buzzo Gess, Helga Goldman Graham, Jerry Greely, Erin Hager, Skip Harless, Larry Harris, Linda Henegar, Yael Issacs,
Natalie Jackson, Sandy Kegley, Sherry Khatib, Judge Kornish, Bruce Lasker, Robert Martin, Conner McKenzie, Walt “Buddy” Pierce,
Dr. Amanda Hale Reese, Nancy Roten, Nicole Romano, Andrew

Satmary, Jacob Seabolt, Audrey Sease, Julie Sease, Larry Sparks, Chris Taylor, Kay Trimble, Cathleen Underwood

Catholic Sharing
Appeal
We have raised $37,055
which is 147% of

our goal of $25,200.
A reminder that the first 50% of our goal goes

@) (@)

CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL

towards ministries all over the diocese, the second
50% and over raised goes straight towards Sacred
Heart.

2026 Calendars

Our 2026 Sacred
Heart Calendars
are in! Please feel
free to pick up one
when you come to
Mass!

We are looking for flower sponsorships for Fresh Bouquets for
weekend Mass. If you would be interested in
sponsorship, please contact the parish office
for more information.

December 13-14:
In Memory of
Deacon Don Hammond
&
The deceased members of
the Mariotti Family
By Linda Mariotti

Altar Flowers

Weekly Collection weekend YTD YTD

Dec 6-7 Actual Budget
Envelopes 6,857.00 235,806.68 246,000.00
Loose Offertory 569.00 23,500.92 22,400.00
Holiday Flowers 699.00 1,764.00 2,000.00
Total Contributions | $ 8,125.00 $ 261,071.60 | $270,400.00
Food Pantry 435.00 29,102.80 0.00
Attendance: 6pm: 47 9am: 131

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY AND A PRIEST IS NEEDED., PLEASE CALL:

-~

Parish Office (304) 327-5623

Princeton Office (304) 425-3664

~

In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the actively dying: {Please consider, with Fr. Joseph out of town, it will take longer to contact a

priest. Please call the church office as soon as you can} The church should be contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the opportunity to
confess their sins, profess their faith, be anointed, and receive Holy Communion — the foretaste and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current situations, that there be enough time
for Fr. to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the actively dying.

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is sick. We can place your name on the
prayer list. If requested, Fr Joseph will arrange for distributing Holy Communion in the home.

Qursin homes & Hospitals: are not permitted to contact the church. If someone you know is in the hospital, please call the church office. /
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Q
Concert =

December 14
at 4:00 pm in the Church

Come join the fun and celebrate
the Christmas season at Sacred Heart

Jﬁ

~Enjoy music selections from our
choir, under the direction of
Mr. Dan Turner and Jack Holt.

~Qur Handbell Choir will
entertain us with our beautiful
bells under the direction of

Dr. Carol Asbury.

~We are so blessed to have
members of our local community
to join us with seasonal solos and
duets.

Bring a friend or two and join us on Sunday,
December 14th at 4:00 pm
to ring and sing in the Christmas season.

Reception to follow in the lounge
directly after concert



Dear Padre,

Does the Bible say that Mary was in her sixth
month of pregnancy at the Annunciation?

The announcement of Jesus’ birth in Luke begins, “In the sixth
month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named
Joseph...and the virgin’s name was Mary” (Luke 1:26-27). This
Scripture passage taken out of context could possibly give the
impression that “in the sixth month” refers to Mary. However, it
refers to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, who was in the sixth month :
of her pregnancy with John the Baptist. The proper context is a few verses before this one that reads, “Elizabeth
conceived, and she went into seclusion for five months” (Luke 1:24).

Regarding Mary’s pregnancy, at the Annunciation, the angel Gabriel tells her, “Behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus.... The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God” (Luke
1:31, 35). Gabriel also informs Mary, “And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in her old
age, and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren” (Luke 1:36).

In general, women already in their sixth month of pregnancy would likely be aware of their condition, and it
would not be easy to conceal from others. ®

INIW3D

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
December 15 December 16 December 17 December 18 December 19 December 20 December 21
Advent Weekday  Advent Weekday — Advent Weekday Advent Weekday Advent Weekday — Advent Weekday  Fourth Sunday
Nm 24:2-7, Zep 3:1-2,9-13 Gn49:2,8-10  Jer 23:5-8 Jgs 13:2-7, Is 7:10-14 of Advent
15-17a Mt 21:28-32 Mt 1:1-17 Mt 1:18-25 24-25a Lk 1:26-38 Is 7:10-14
Mt 21:23-27 Lk 1:5-25 Rom 1:1-7

Mt 1:18-24

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

There are many settings in which the Christian faith is
considered absurd.... Yet, precisely for this reason, they are the
places where our missionary outreach is desperately needed.
A lack of faith is often tragically accompanied by the loss of
meaning in life, the neglect of mercy, appalling violations of
human dignity, the crisis of the family, and so many other
wounds that afflict our society.

ALESSIA PIERDOMENICO/ SHUTTERSTOCK

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 9, 2025
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