O“r PariSI. December 7, 2025

Second Sunday of Advent (A)

c o M M u " ' ‘ v Isaiah 11:1-10 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12

Will You Notice
the Shoot?

ANN M. GARRIDO

Today's first reading from the prophet Isaiah
offers a familiar Advent image: the shoot sprouting
from the stump of Jesse. The verses immediately
preceding speak of God walking through the forest
with an ax: “The tall of stature shall be felled, and

the lofty ones shall be brought low” (Isaiah 10:33).

But now, amidst all the destruction, a tiny sign of new
life emerges, and the Spirit of God descends upon it, A shoot shall sprout from
bearing many gifts—wisdom, understanding, counsel, the stump of Jesse, and
strength, knowledge, awe, delight. from his roots a bud shall

So often, when we scroll through the news, our blossom.
attention is captured by violence and war and the ISAIAH 11:1
“mighty” who make great noise when they fall. “Even
now the ax lies at the root of the trees,” echoes
John the Baptist in today’s gospel. If we are looking
for where God’s Spirit can be found,
however, Isaiah reminds us we will need
to look elsewhere. We will need to
attend to the quiet, fragile resurrections
SCANTO taking place below the surface when
A RoouT  itappears as if all has been lost. If we
M. GARRIDO seek wisdom, understanding, counsel,
strength, knowledge, awe, and delight, we will need to
look where the little ones of the earth are found. We
must have our eyes open for the shoots.

The gospels emphasize that Jesus was one such little
one. Although the glory days of his people seemed to
have come to a crashing close, they have not. In him,
we glimpse the truth that life is stronger than death.
We see that the future has not been erased, no matter
how terrible the past. In him, we find our hope. @

Reflect
Are my eyes open to the small signs of God’s work
in the world, or am I too distracted to notice?
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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

1003 WYOMING ST, BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
DECEMBER 6-7, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS Sacred Heart
Saturday, December 6 - 6:00 PM Princeton
FFr. Leo Lyden by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton . l\élass Times
ues ays:
Sunday, December 7- 9:00 AM 5 pm - Adoration &
Confession
% Maria Ciaccio by Knights of Columbus 6 pm - Mass
Wednesday, December 10 at 6:00 PM
Thursdays:
Advent Penance Service 12 Noon - Mass
Thursday, December 11— 10:00 AM First Fridays:
. . 12 Noon
T Cecil Crigger by Donella Crigger
Saturdav, December 13- 6:00 PM Saturdays: )
7 3:30 pm -Confession
TFr. James Murphy by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton 4:00 pm - Mass
Sunday, December 14 - 9:00 AM Sundays:
10:30 -Confessi
‘B‘People of the Parish ( Pro Populo) 11:00 zrnri ) I\Z:S: son

Confession: 8:30 AM on Sundays ~ 5:45 PM on Saturdays ~ 5:00 PM on Wednesdays ~ By Appointment

UPCOMING EVENTS CHURCH STAFF
December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent PASTOR: Rev. Joseph Mandokkara Augustine, J.C.L.
jaugustine(@dwec.org Office: 304-327-7218
December 7: Sunday Social 10 am
December 7: Cocoa & Cookies with St. Nicholas 10:00 am PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Julia Harrison, M.A.A.T.
December 7: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm julia@sacredheartblfd.org 304-396-5706
December 8: Immaculate Conception of Mary Mass 6 pm PARISH SECRETARY: Lucy Brinegar
December 8: Knights of Columbus Meeting 7 pm After Mass Ibrinegar(@sacredheartblfd.org
December 9: Christmas at The Havens Nursing Home 11 am YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Wendi Aiello
December 9: OCIA Meeting 6 pm in the Lounge W,aiello@yahoo.com 304-320-2150
December 9: Men’s Prayer Group 6 pm PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Kim Hickman
December 10: Advent Penance Service 6 pm Khickman@sacredheartblfd. org

December 11: St. Anne’s Altar Society Meeting 11 am Office Hours: 304-327-5623

December 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 10 am Monday- Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm
Food Pantry Hours:

Wednesday 10:00am -2:00 pm

December 14: Third Sunday of Advent

December 13-14: 2nd Collection: Retirement for the Religious

To our non-Catholic friends, we extend a warm invitation to for you to come forward and receive a Blessing when our Catholic brothers and
sisters come forward to receive Holy Communion. Please come up to the Priest or Eucharistic Minister with your hands folded across your chest,

so we will know that you wish to receive a Blessing. We are gratgfu] for your presence.
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OUR LADY TN DECEMBER 7™
OF GUﬂDﬂLUPEé Elak Eé AFTER 9 AM MA3S
o

Mﬂss PLEASE JOIN US FOR

FIRST oUNDAY
DONUTo & COFFEE

AND

You Picked Your Angel Child, What’s Next?

&> 0004 ¢ COOKIES &
Shop for your angel child wrap thepresents | | &Ro WITH ST. NICHOLAS

gift. a Saint Nicholas will share his story
. and watch the children complete a

Return your gifts by December 14th and our

drivers will deliver them to the families. ‘» Christnis Craff. Satut Nicholus
).

would also like for the children to

If anyone has any questions or would like to ring their Christmas letter for him.

participate as a delivery driver,

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL NOT BE HAVING
FIRST SATURDAY GAME NIGHT.

Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934

Linda Mariotti or . _* = o i
ramzmss e | Christmas |
af the Hcmens‘_

please contact:

Second Sunday of Advent

On this Second Sunday of Advent, light two violet p OSTp ONED

candles on your advent wreath and ask God for the

strength to be like John the Baptist, preparing the way of UNTIL
the Lord.

FURTHER
NOTICE

Advent Penance Service

Gmmczw&we Counception of 7%4;“/ )
Mass Schedule THEERC)

Monday, December 8:

12 Noon ~ Princeton
Please Note there will be No Adoration or Mass 6:00 pm ~ Bluefield
on this date. \_

Tuesday, December 9:

6 pm ~ Princeton
Wednesday, December 10:
6pm ~ Bluefield
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T,

( ,I A Goainey i Gt OCIA, or Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is a gradual process for adults who

wish to join the Catholic Church or for

Catholics who want to complete their

initiation sacraments. If interested, please call

Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 or Claire Lampert at 304-921-2455.
OCIA will be meeting every Tuesday at 5:00 pm in the Lounge.

Faith Formation 2025-26
Every Sunday at 10:15 am
in the School Building

Faith Formation

f W ' \ LIFELONG AND ONGOING

Schedule
December 7 ~ Lesson with St. Nicholas in Lounge
December 14 ~ Regular Session

—

)C]ntank X)ou(

A Speciat [ hank - You to the
Commanity Foudation of the Virpinias
for their recent domation of $5,000
dobbars to oar Food Pantrry.

We are very /mteﬁ/ fpﬁ the
penerous donation and €0 are the
ertizens of Blaefiell during these

trging tines.

Men’s Prayer Group!

All Men of the Parish are invited to our bimonthly Men’s
Prayer group meetings. The structure for the group
consists of prayer, formation, and fraternity.
Next Meetings
December 9th at 6 pm in Lounge

Sacred Heart
Adult Grief Support Group

Our volunteer run Adult Gringupport Group has

< . will take a break dun’ng the winter season and will
e o resume meetings on the First Fn’day (y(February.

her 21
fror 9 am fass.

Al

s W\ ¢

What is centering prayer?

Centering prayer is a silent, contemplative prayer method rooted in
Catholic tradition, aiming to foster a deeper relationship with God. It is
a way to cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s presence and action
within oneself. The Centering Praying Group gather every Sunday at
5 pm to converse and to participate in centering prayer.

YOUTH GROUP

= Our Youth Group
0 will meet Sunday,
{ 'i\? December 7th at
5:00 pm at the
Walmart
to shop for
Angel Tree
Presents.

Afterwards, the group

a0
will go to Dinner. CRWH

St. Anne's Altar Society

A Special Thank-You
This is the season to give special thanks for all our blessings God has
given to us. St. Anne’s Altar Society is very grateful for our wonderful
parishioners.
Thanks to your generosity, once again our bake sale was a huge success.
Your kindness will enable us to serve our wonderful parish in more
ways than one. Thank you to each and everyone and may God bestow
special blessings on all. Have a Blessed Christmas!

At

ek KNIGHTS
’C&/ OF COLUMBUS

The Knights of Columbus next
meeting will be Monday December
8th at 7pm After the Immaculate
Conception of Mary Mass that begins
at6 pm.
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December Ministry Schedule
Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Time
Sat 1.A. Peretti 1.D. Garton 1.L.Mariotti 1.L. Bolyard Jack
Dec. 6 | P. Peretti D. Garton |2.E. Peretti 2.V. Hager 2.P. Peretti 2.C. Mariotti
6 Roland
pm ,
Sun 1.C. Tran 1.C. Ott 1.S. Copolo TS Copolo | 1he Albert's .
Dec.7 | C.West | L. Ajulo [2K. Wills  [2.R. Albert 2.K. Kidd 2.R. Albert Jac
9 am 4.D. Rebuck Barbara
Mon. 1.T. Brown 1.T. Behrmann  |1.]. McCloud L. Bolyard
No No Jack
Dec. 8 |]. McCloud 2.A. Peretti 2.D. Garton 2.C. Havens )
Rosary Counting Debbie
6 pm
Friday 1.B. Musolin 1. TBA 1.T. Behrmann
No . No Jack
Dec. 12| C. Havens 2.D. Johns 2. TBA 2.P. Peretti L. Bo]yard C .
Rosary ounting Theresia
10 am
Food Pantry Report for November 2025
Children New Hygiene
Date Under 18(Total Clients| Families | Clothing | Products | Total # of Distributions
5-Nov 163 561 38 228 520 202
12-Nov 128 489 30 240 387 171
19-Nov 166 695 28 200 301 265
26-Nov Closed for Thanksgiving
19-Nov 335 1063 -- -- --- 502
Monthly
Totals 792 2808 96 668 1208 1140
Y-T-D
Distribution 1983 13103 574 9106 12719 5289

BLUEFIELD CENTENNIAL (S

Catholic Church

Omistmas s Scheaute| HISTORY BOOK

December 24th 6:00 PM Our Wonderful Centennial History Books have

Children's Christmas Mass arrived! ‘
They would make wonderful keepsakes to cherish

the last 100 years of our parish,

December 24th 8:00 PM
Christmas Eve Mass

| The history books will be sold at every Mass or
i you may pick one up at the church office.

Each History Book will cost $25.00

We will also be selling our T-Shirts, Cookbooks,
Christmas Ornaments, Magnets, and NoteCards

Get a Sacred Heart Keepsake for all your Family
and Friends!
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Parishioners: Stephanie Blevins, George Bowling, Mary Bruch, Ron Ciccolini, Benny Disibbio, Carolina Ferrare, Angie Genovesi, Julia
Harrison, Daniel Kirk, Claire & Terry Lampert, Tommie Jo Longworth, Mary Malamisura, Sabrina Mazol, Aalannah McPeak, Feleesha

Moran & Family, Annette & Claude Morgan, Sharon Rothausen, Audrey Snyder

Homebound Parishioners: Linda Angelelli, Joanne Ercoline, Lou Ercoline, Mary Claire Keenan, Sue Mazol, Joan Monaco, Ernesto

Pascasio, Barbara Pickett, Rosalie Rochetti, Mitzi Romeo, Miriam Salaita, Anna H. Switch, Joan Zingale

Friends & Family: Lorin Albin, Leia Allen, Ethan Atwell, Vera Lee Austin, Madeline Behrmann, Yvonne Blevins, Mark Burnette, John
Burton, Patrick Clark, Chuck Comer, Randy Crisco, Beatrice Dunn, Fr. Chapin Engler, George "Hooger" Fisher, Jim Froy, Elizabeth
George, Angela Buzzo Gess, Helga Goldman Graham, Jerry Greely, Erin Hager, Skip Harless, Suzanne Harris, Larry Harris, Linda
Henegar, Yael Issacs, Natalie Jackson, Sandy Kegley, Sherry Khatib, Judge Kornish, Bruce Lasker, Robert Martin, Conner McKenzie,
Walt “Buddy” Pierce, Annette Pike, Anne Marie Plavecsky, Nick Pullano, Dr. Amanda Hale Reese, Nancy Roten, Nicole Romano,

Andrew Satmary, Jacob Seabolt, Audrey Sease, Julie Sease, Larry Sparks, Chris Taylor, Kay Trimble, Cathleen Underwood

Catholic SWW o U We are looking for flower sponsorships for Fresh Bouquets for
App eal weekend Mass. If you would be inte-rested‘ in
sponsorship, please contact the parish office
We have raised $36,430 =70, o - for move information.
which is 145% of SHARING APPEAL Wik, 5
our goal of $25,200. December 6-7: " u\ :
A reminder that the first 50% of our goal goes Donated Bl} ‘kf", S f
towards ministries all over the diocese, the second Fred Butler & Deborah Garton
50% and over raised goes straight towards Sacred L(]/[ tar Flowers
Heart.
-~ " - - " . Weekly Collection | weekend YTD YTD
. Nov 29-30 Actual Budget
2026 Calendars \ Envelopes 14,143.00 228,949.68 24%6,000.00
Our 2026 Sacred Maintenance 10.00 3,888.00 4,200.00
: Heart Calendars Loose Offertory 526.00 22,931.92 22,400.00
are in! Please feel Holiday Flowers 160.00 1,065.00 2,000.00
. . Total $ 14,839.00 | $ 256,834.60 | $274,600.00
free to pick up one Contributions
when you come to Food Pantry 1,220.00 28,551.20 0.00
" Mass! Attendance: 6pm: 55 9am: 120
/ IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY AND A PRIEST IS NEEDED, PLEASE CALL: \
Parish Office (304) 327-5623 Princeton Office (304) 425-3664

In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the actively dying: {Please consider, with Fr. Joseph out of town, it will take longer to contact a
priest. Please call the church office as soon as you can} The church should be contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the opportunity to
confess their sins, profess their faith, be anointed, and receive Holy Communion — the foretaste and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current situations, that there be enough time
for Fr. to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the actively dying.

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is sick. We can place your name on the
prayer list. If requested, Fr Joseph will arrange for distributing Holy Communion in the home.

Qursin homes & Hospitals: are not permitted to contact the church. If someone you know is in the hospital, please call the church office. /
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Q
Concert =

December 14
at 4:00 pm in the Church

Come join the fun and celebrate
the Christmas season at Sacred Heart

Jﬁ

~Enjoy music selections from our
choir, under the direction of
Mr. Dan Turner and Jack Holt.

~Qur Handbell Choir will
entertain us with our beautiful
bells under the direction of

Dr. Carol Asbury.

~We are so blessed to have
members of our local community
to join us with seasonal solos and
duets.

Bring a friend or two and join us on Sunday,
December 14th at 4:00 pm
to ring and sing in the Christmas season.

Reception to follow in the lounge
directly after concert



Dear Padre,

Do non-Catholics go to heaven?

Yes, they do, because of the grace of God at work in his
people. To suggest otherwise would seem to imply that
Catholics somehow have a “golden ticket,” or some kind of
right that simply does not exist.

The Incarnation of Jesus healed the division between
heaven and earth, a division established by the “sin of
Adam” and confirmed by our own lives of sin. Through his
passion, death, and resurrection, all has been restored to
the manner that the Father first envisioned through his
Creation. The division was between humanity and divinity,
not between religious practices and divinity. Catholics

e St

believe and celebrate that God accepts all people of a good heart and a good spmt God is not blinded by the
labels that sometimes blind his people to the bigger reality.

When Catholics, or people of any religion, proclaim exclusivity and specialness, particularly when it concerns
eternal life, all people should be very cautious about what they assume. To assume a certain type of arrogance—
to yourself and to your belief and life of faith—that excludes others or separates another as “not one of us”
simply has no place in the kingdom of God. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
December 8 December 9 December 10 December 11 December 12 December 13 December 14
The Immaculate  Advent Weekday — Advent Weekday  Advent Weekday  Our Lady of St. Lucy, Virgin Third Sunday
Conception of Is 40:1-11 Is 40:25-31 Is 41:13-20 Guadalupe and Martyr of Advent

the Blessed Mt 18:12-14 Mt 11:28-30 Mt 11:11-15 Zec 2:14-17 Sir 48:1-4, Is 35:1-6a, 10
Virgin Mary or Rv 11:19a; 9-11 Jas 5:7-10

Gn 3:9-15, 20 " 12:1-6a, 10ab Mt 17:93,10-13 Mt 11:2-11
Eph 1:3-6, Do you have a question for thePadre? || 1.9¢ 35,/

11-12 Go to DearPadre.org to send your question Lk 1:39-47

Lk 1:26-38 and to learn more about Dear Padre.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

With the light and the strength of the Holy Spirit, let us

build a Church founded on God’s love, a sign of unity,

a missionary Church that opens its arms to the world,

proclaims the word, allows itself to be made “restless” by

history, and becomes a leaven of harmony for humanity.
HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025

NICOLAS NUREZ LC / CATOLICA
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