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Behold the Lamb of God!

ANN M. GARRIDO

f the many names Scripture provides to help

us ponder the mystery of Jesus, one of the most
intriguing is the name that John the Baptist offers at
the opening of today's gospel: “Behold the Lamb of
God!” (John 1:29).

Scripture scholars debate what John means here. Is
he alluding to the Passover lamb—that unblemished
lamb whose blood the enslaved Israelites were to post
over their doorways? The angel of death knew to “pass
over” these homes. Perhaps John was saying that by
Jesus’ blood, the people would be freed from death.

Or was John thinking about the guilt offerings
mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures when priests
offered animal sacrifices to God as a way of seeking
the removal of their sins? Leviticus mentions use of a
scapegoat who would carry the sins of the people away
into the desert. (See Leviticus 20-28.) Could John have

understood that Jesus would bear the sins of the world?

Or did John have in mind the great constellation
Aries, the ram, considered the prince of the stars
of the sky, the center from whom all the other
constellations were mapped in ancient times?
Perhaps John was pointing out that Jesus was the
center around whom heaven and earth revolve, like
the ruling lamb mentioned in the Book of Revelation.

Today at Mass, when the host is
elevated and you hear John’s words
again—"Behold the Lamb of God!"—
take a moment to savor these words
anew. ®

LEARN ABOUT
THE AUTHORS
OF OUR PARISH
COMMUNITY

Reflect
Which understanding of the “Lamb of God”
resonates with me?
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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

1003 WYOMING ST, BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
JANUARY 17-18, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Sacred Heart

Saturday, January 17 - 6:00 PM Princeton
Mass Times

T Deceased Members of Hedrick Family by Feleesha Moran Tuesdays:
Sunday, January 18- 9:00 AM 5> pm - égg{;tslioor;&
% Fran & Charles Derenge by Barbara Lynch 6 pm - Mass

Thursdays:

12N -M
NO DAILY MASS oo e

First Fridays:

12 Noon
Saturday, January 24- 6:00 PM

Saturdays:
FMichelina Iacullo by Annette Morgan 3:30 pm -Confession
Sunday, January 25 - 9:00 AM #:00 pm - Mass
‘[?People of the Parish (Pro Populo) Sundays:

10:30 am -Confession

11:00 am - Mass

Confession: 8:30 AM on Sundays ~ 5:45 PM on Saturdays ~ 5:00 PM on Wednesdays ~ By Appointment

UPCOMING EVENTS CHURCH STAFF

January 17-18: 2nd Collection: Church in Developing World PASTOR: Rev. Joseph Mandokkara Augustine, J.C.L.
jaugustine@dwe. org Office: 304-327-7218

January 18: Faith Formation Children’s Mass 9 am

January 18: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Julia Harrison, M.A.A.T.

January 20: OCIA Mccting 5 pm julia@sacredheartblfd.org 304-396-5706

January 20-February 13: Fr. Joseph on Holiday, No Daily Mass| PARISH SECRETARY: Lucy Brinegar

January 25: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm Ibrinegar(@sacredheartblfd.org

January 26: Knights of Columbus Meeting 6 pm YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Wendi Aiello

January 27: OCIA Mecting 5 pm w.aiello@yahoo.com 304-320-2150

Februal‘y 1: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Kim Hickman

Eebruary 3: OCIA Meeting 5 pm Khickman(@sacredheartblfd.org
Eebruary 6: First Friday Mass with Fr. Jojan 10 am

Office Hours: 304-327-5623
Eebruary 6: Sacred Heart Grief Support Group at 4:30 pm Monday- Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm
Food Pantry Hours:
Wednesday 10:00am -2:00 pm

Eebruary 7-8: 2nd Collection: Church Missions in the U.S.

Eebruary 7: First Saturday Social 7 pm

To our non-Catholic friends, we extend a warm invitation to for you to come forward and receive a Blessing when our Catholic brothers and
sisters come forward to receive Holy Communion. Please come up to the Priest or Eucharistic Minister with your hands folded across your chest,

so we will know that you wish to receive a Blessing. We are gratgfu] for your presence.
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During the month of January we will W
NOT be having Daily Mass :

January 19-February 13
However, Deacon Mike will be providing
Communion Services on

Thursdays at 10 am in Bluefield : A big Ihﬁﬂkyﬂﬁ to Bob & Cindy MCG?’ﬂWfOF
and 12 Noon in Princeton © sponsoring last Saturday’s First Weekend meal of
We will have a substitute priest E!bq, coleslaw, and dessert.
for several weekends while Fr. Joseph is on
holiday.

It was wonderful.

Please help us in Welcoming HEayoe et “ T N
Fr.Jim Conyers : sponsoring or contributing to a o ‘\ )
: e \ :

rom Lewisburg, WV

Saturday Social Meal,
\ Fr.Jim will be presiding over
the following Masses:

January 24-25 304-320-0397
January 31-February 1 ~ :
N February 7-8 \ :

2nd Collection: Churches in Developing Worlds
January 17-18
This collection focuses on three areas of the world, Central and
Eastern Europe, Latin America, and Africa. Funds go towards

training seminarians and lay leaders, supporting social service pro-
grams, youth ministry, pastoral and catechetical centers, schools,

éplease contact Sherry Ciccolini at )

church construction and evangelization. A S‘h es
[
g = The Col.lech‘on for the
ShareEFaih Sl FLor the Homebound

essential pastoral
el needs in more than

s = 1 '5 countries, : = 7 ;
: | | | Atention families with Homebound loved ones

) Ew} PPORT THE

Support the Church in wm =TT CHURCH IN

Latin America . . LCENTRAL AND - :
usceb.org/latin-america 5., EASTERN EUROPE Ifvou would like Ashes brought ro your
homebound family members in honor of
I - 1 .
SUPPO;EL% Ash Wednesday this year

CHURCHIN please call the parish office at 304-327-5623
AFRlCA orcontact Linda Mariotti, head of Homebound
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OCIA, or Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is a gradual process for adults who
wish to join the Catholic Church or for
Catholics who want to complete their
initiation sacraments. If interested, please call

Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 or Claire Lampert at 304-921-2455.

OCIA’s next meeting will be January 20 at 5 pm in the Lounge.

g"ﬁj A Ghowiney te @Eﬁ_i

Order of Christlan Initiatlon
oy v a8 ACT)

Faith Formation 2026

A A Every Sunday at 10:15 am
Faith Formation y Y

“Wig FELOIG AND DHADING in the School Building
[/\',\.X Schedule

January 18 ~ Children’s Mass at 9 AM & Regular Session 10 AM
January 25 ~ Regular Session

February 1,8,15 ~ Regular Sessions

February 15 ~ Children’s Mass at 9 am

Men’s Prayer Group!

All Men of the Parish are invited to our bimonthly Men’s
- Prayer group meetings. The structure for the group
consists of prayer, formation, and fraternity.
Next Meetings
January 20th at 6 pm

pat i Tne >
S0 Iﬁvéw %
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For daily Mass:

if schools are closed,
Mass is cancelled.

J.. This does not apply to:
#% Holy Days of Obligation
First Fridays
Weekend Masses

Fr. Joseph will always celebrate
these Masses.

]

Notices will be sent out via
Flocknote and our Facebook page
about any cancellations

4

iardilin it

Sacred Heart
Adult Grief Support Group

Our volunteer run Adult Gringupport Group is a
chance to talk and notface (gn'gfalone. The group
will be taking a break dun’ng the winter season and

will resume meeting in February, weather permitting.

What is centering prayer?

Centering prayer is a silent, contemplative prayer method rooted in
Catholic tradition, aiming to foster a deeper relationship with God.
It is a way to cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s presence and
action within oneself. The Centering Praying Group gather every
Sunday at 5 pm to converse and to participate in centering
prayer.

Virtus Child Safety

To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse,
please contact your local law
enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child
Protective Services at
800.352.6513. To report
suspected cases of sexual abuse
by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the
Diocese, please contact the
Diocese at 888.434.6237

or 304.233.0880.

St. Arnne’s Altar Society

St. Anne’s will meet the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 11 am after morning Mass. All Ladies of
the Parish are welcome to attend!

Next Meeting will be

February 12 at 11 am, weather permitting

2026 Calendars
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January Ministry Schedule
Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Time
Sat. 1.D. Kelley 1.T. Behrmann 1.P. Peretti 1. L. Bolyard Dan
1/17 TBA D. Crigger 2.A. Froy 2D. Crigger 2.C. Saunders Debbi
6 pm (& 1€
Sun. 1.R. West 1.A. Robinson 1.C. Havens D. Shumate
1/18 2.K. Oak 2.S. Copol 2.D. Rebuck
M e Children to opote ,e uCl . M. McCoy Jack
9 am C. West " 3.R. Ciccolini
Malamisura Read Mary-Ann
Kids
Mass
Food Pantry Distribution for December 2025
Children New Hygiene
Date Under 18 Total Clients| Families | Clothing | Products | Total # of Distributions
3-Dec 33 215 10 229 303 80
10-Dec 81 369 9 220 259 135
17-Dec 66 444 17 280 480 169
24-Dec Closed
31-Dec 20 117 1 15 23 39
Monthly
Totals 200 1145 37 744 1065 423
Y-T-D
Distribution 2183 14248 611 9850 13784 5712

Celebrate The Feast of St. Blaise.

St. Blaise Day 2026 is celebrated on February 3, 2026, which is the same
day it is celebrated every year. He preached Christianity in his hometown
and was a well-known healer. For his dedication to Christianity and
helping others, Saint Blaise was made one of the earliest bishops of
Christianity.

He is recognized as the patron saint of throats and throat disease in the
Roman Catholic Church. This is because his most famous and memorable
act was when he miraculously helped a young boy who was choking on a
fish bone. The boy was placed at the saint's feet by his mother, and he
healed straight away.

the Throats on the weekend of January 31-February 1, 2026.

Qelook forward to having Fr. Jim Conyers do the blessing of
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Starting February 1, 2026, the Sacred Heart Prayer List will be refreshed for a new year. Please review the
current list and call the parish office or email Lucy if you would like your loved ones to remain on the list
or if you would like to add a new loved one to the prayer chain.

Parishioners: Stephanie Blevins, George Bowling, Mary Bruch, Ron Ciccolini, Benny Disibbio, Carolina Ferrare, Angie Genovesi, Julia

Harrison, Daniel Kirk, Claire Lampert, Tommie Jo Longworth, Mary Malamisura, Sabrina Mazol, Aalannah McPeak, Feleesha Moran &

Family, Annette & Claude Morgan, Sharon Rothausen, Audrey Snyder

Homebound Parishioners: Linda Angelelli, Joanne Ercoline, Lou Ercoline, Mary Claire Keenan, Sue Mazol, Joan Monaco, Ernesto

Pascasio, Barbara Pickett, Rosalie Rochetti, Mitzi Romeo, Miriam Salaita, Anna H. Switch, Joan Zingale

Friends & Family: Lorin Albin, Leia Allen, Ethan Atwell, Lane Austin, Vera Lee Austin, Madeline Behrmann, Yvonne Blevins, Mark
Burnette, John Burton, Patrick Clark, Chuck Comer, Randy Crisco, Beatrice Dunn, Fr. Chapin Engler, George "Hooger" Fisher, Elizabeth
George, Angela Buzzo Gess, Helga Goldman Graham, Jerry Greely, Erin Hager, Skip Harless, Larry Harris, Linda Henegar, Yael Issacs,
Natalie Jackson, Sandy Kegley, Sherry Khatib, Judge Kornish, Bruce Lasker, Robert Martin, Conner McKenzie, Walt “Buddy” Pierce,
Annette Pike, Anne Marie Plavecsky, Dee Puckett, Nick Pullano, Dr. Amanda Hale Reese, Nancy Roten, Nicole Romano, Andrew

Satmary, Jacob Seabolt, Audrey Sease, Julie Sease, Larry Sparks, Chris Taylor, Kay Trimble, Cathleen Underwood

Catholic Shawing Appeal

January 17-18:

O (@)
We have raised $37,280 which In Memory of S W e
. 0 : Maria & Josef Cyganek o Ka
is 148% of our goal of $25,200 & 751 1c J Y8 :
for the year 2025! Congrats!  StamineArreat . .
By Theresia Lowery  O/ltar Flowers
. weekend YTD YTD
Weekly Collection Jan 10-11 Actual Budget

Envelopes 3,577.00 8,087.00 8,018.00

Maintenance 30.00 223.00 987.00

Loose Offertory 396.00 1,024.55 801.00

Total Contributions $ 4,003.00 | $ 9,334.55 $ 9,806.00
Food Pantry 644.00 1,749.00 1,564.00
Attendance: 6PM: 57 9AM: 112

/

IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY AND A PRIEST IS NEEDED. PLEASE CALL:

Parish Office (304) 327-5623

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is sick. We can place your name on the
prayer list. If requested, Fr Joseph will arrange for distributing Holy Communion in the home.

@ing homes & Hospitals: are not permitted to contact the church. If someone you know is in the hospital, please call the church office. /

Princeton Office (304) 425-3664

In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the actively dying: {Please consider, if Fr. Joseph out of town, it will take longer to contact a
priest. Please call the church office as soon as you can} The church should be contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the opportunity to
confess their sins, profess their faith, be anointed, and receive Holy Communion — the foretaste and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current situations, that there be enough time
for Fr. to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the actively dying.

~
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CENTENNIAL
HISTORY B001<
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Our Wonderful Centennial History Books g}&
have arrived!

They would make wonderful keepsakes
to cherish the last 100 years of our
parish.

The history books will be sold at every

Mass or you may pick one up at the
church office.

SACRED HEART
Catholic Church

Each History Book will cost $25.00

Please Note, Our Parish |
Directory has yet to be printed. )

We will announce when they £
are in. %“”"

T-SHIRTS




Dear Padre,

| thought only priests and bishops should distribute Holy
Communion at Mass. In my parish, the priest allows
laypeople to help him, and | thought laypeople couldn’t
because our hands are not consecrated.

You're not the only person with this concern, so thank you for taking
the time to write. The distribution of holy Communion has nothing
to do with “consecrated hands.” Ordinary ministers of Communion
include bishops and priests, as you rightly identify, but also deacons
and installed acolytes. Of the four ordinary ministers, only the hands
of bishops and priests are consecrated. Laypeople are extraordinary
ministers and are installed to help the priest so that everyone can receive holy Communion without long lines
or wearying the (sometimes elderly) priest. Most extraordinary ministers of Communion approach this ministry
very prayerfully.

Your question brings up the subject of the full participation of the laity in the Mass, which is part of a
highly contentious theological discussion on social media. There is an unfortunate conflict between so-called
“traditional Catholics” and “Vatican Il Catholics” or, as they are often misrepresented, “Novus Ordo” Catholics.
Some Catholics are led to believe that the “new Mass” is not authentic, even though it has been the ordinary
form of the Mass for well over fifty years—that is, since the authoritative Second Vatican Council. Many good
and faithful people suffer with doubt and anxiety as a result of this confusion. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
January 19 January 20 January 21 January 22 January 23 January 24 January 25
Weekday Weekday St. Agnes, Virgin ~ Day of Prayer Weekday St. Francis de Third Sunday in
1S5Sm15:16-23 1Sm 16:1-13 and Martyr for the Legal 1Sm 24:3-21 Sales, Bishop Ordinary Time
Mk 2:18-22 Mk 2:23-28 1Sm 17:32-33,  Protection of Mk 3:13-19 and Doctor of Is 8:23—-9:3
37,40-51 Unborn Children the Church 1 Cor 1:10-13,
Mk 3:1-6 1 Sm 18:6-9; 2Sm1:1-4,11- 17
19:1-7 12,19, 23-27 Mt 4:12-23
Mk 3:7-12 Mk 3:20-21 or4:12-17

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Ours is a time marked by a growing search for spirituality,
particularly evident in young people, who are longing for
authentic relationships and guides in life. Hence, it is important
that the Christian community be farsighted in discerning the
challenges of today’s world and in nurturing the desire for faith
present in the heart of every man and woman.

FRANCISCQO XAVIER ESPINOZA / CATHOPIC

MESSAGE TO SEMINAR PARTICIPANTS, ROME, MAY 28, 2025
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