January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord (A)
Isaiah 60:1-6 / Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Matthew 2:1-12

“We saw his star at its rising and

have come to do him homage.”
MATTHEW 2:2

Following Jesus Without
a Star to Guide Us

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

([ ] e saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark
Wthat sent the Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky, interpreted as a sign of something

wonderful—in response, they changed direction in their lives and devoted themselves to a completely different

path. As wonderful as it might well be, a special star in the heavens is not the ordinary experience of how

we learn to follow the Lord or discern his will. If only there could be a sign in God’s universe for each of us,

beckoning us forward, clarifying what we need to do, setting down the path that needs to be
followed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or perhaps not?

Would it truly be less complicated if everything were made clear and certain? Is the
manifestation of God’s grace and blessings confined to the straight and narrow, or can we also

experience God in the chaos—"in the weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to suggest LEARN ABOUT

that life is more “gray” than “black and white.” There is real grace in the journey, in making ikl
mistakes, even in choosing something that is incomplete. Thankfully, God’s grace does not need COMMUNITY

perfection to be powerful. We can know and follow God’s will for us in the ordinary moments of day-to-day
living. We do not need the extraordinary or the dramatic. ®
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How can I resolve to look for God in the unplanned, the unexpected, the interruptions?
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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

1003 WYOMING ST, BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
JANUARY 3-4, 2026

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS Sacred Heart
Saturday, January 3 - 6:00 PM Princeton
7 Bedford Baker by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton . A(’i[ass Times
ues ays:
Sunday, January 4- 9:00 AM 5 pm - Adoration &
Confession
% Maria Ciaccio by Knights of Columbus 6 pm - Mass
Wed., January 7 - Adoration at 5 pm & Mass at 6 pm
Thursdays:
T Cecil Crigger by Donella Crigger 12 Noon - Mass
Thursday, January 8 — 10:00 AM First Fridays:
12N
T Bedford Baker by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton oon
e Saturdays:
Saturday, January 10- 6:00 PM 3:30 pm -Confession
¥ Michael Raymond Rogers by Greg & Laura Rogers 4:00 pm - Mass
Sunday, January 11 - 9:00 AM Sundays:

10:30 am -Confession

11:00 am - Mass

FGail Matzel by Kim Matzel-Brown

Confession: 8:30 AM on Sundays ~ 5:45 PM on Saturdays ~ 5:00 PM on Wednesdays ~ By Appointment

UPCOMING EVENTS CHURCH STAFF
January 4: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm PASTOR: Rev. Joseph Mandokkara Augustine, J.C.L.
jaugustine(@dwec.org Office: 304-327-7218
January 6: Men’s Prayer Group Meeting 6 pm
January 8: St. Anne’s Altar Society Meeting 11 am PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Julia Harrison, M.A.A.T.
January 10: First Saturday Social 7 pm julia@sacredheartblfd.org 304-396-5706
January 11: First Sunday Social 10 am PARISH SECRETARY: Lucy Brinegar
January 11: The Baptism of the Lord Ibrinegar(@sacredheartblfd.org
lanuar¥ 11: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Wendi Aiello
January 12: Knights of Columbus Meeting 6 pm W.aiello@yahoo.com 304-320-2150
January 13: OCIA Meeting 5 pm PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Kim Hickman
January 14: PPC Meeting 6:45 PM Khickman(@sacredheartblfd.org
anuary 17-18: 2nd Collection: Church in Developing World Office Hours: 304-327-5623
January 18: Faith Formation Children’s Mass 9 am Monday- Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm
January 18: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm Food Pantry Hours:
January 20: OCIA Meeting 5 pm Wednesday 10:00am -2:00 pm

To our non-Catholic friends, we extend a warm invitation to for you to come forward and receive a Blessing when our Catholic brothers and
sisters come forward to receive Holy Communion. Please come up to the Priest or Eucharistic Minister with your hands folded across your chest,

so we will know that you wish to receive a Blessing. We are gratgfu] for your presence.
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During the month of January we will
NOT be having Daily Mass January 21-31

and we will have a substitute priest
for several weekends while Fr. Joseph is on
holiday.

Please help us in Welcoming
Fr. Jim Conyers
from Lewisburg, WV

Fr. Jim will be presiding over

the following Masses:
NG A\

January 24-25
January 31-February 1
February 7-8
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We Would like to extend a Thank
You to the members of our
Handbell Choir,

Our Sacred Heart Choir,

Our Social Committee,
those who baked goodies for the
reception, and for all those that
helped us prepare the church for
Christmas.

A Thank you to all those who
attended our Christmas Concert
and stayed for the reception.

May God Bless us all
in this new year.

CENTENNIAL
HisToRrRY BooOK

P

Our Wonderful Centennial History Books have

arrived!
They would make wonderful keepsakes to
cherish the last 100 years of our parish.

The history books will be sold at every Mass or

you may pick one up at the church office.

Each History Book will cost $25.00

SACRED HEART
Catholic Church
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OCIA, or Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is a gradual process for adults who
wish to join the Catholic Church or for
Catholics who want to complete their
initiation sacraments. If interested, please call

Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 or Claire Lampert at 304-921-2455.

OCIA’s next meeting will be January 13th at 5 pm in the Lounge.
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Order of Christlan Initiatlon
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Faith Formation 2026

‘ ' Every Sunday at 10:15 am
Faith Formation in the School Building

f’ d 7 \ LIFELONG AND ONGOING
Schedule

January 4 ~ No Faith Formation for Holiday
January 11 ~ Back in Session
January 18 ~ Children’s Mass at 9 AM

Men’s Prayer Group!

All Men of the Parish are invited to our bimonthly Men’s
- Prayer group meetings. The structure for the group
consists of prayer, formation, and fraternity.
Next Meetings
January 6th at 6 pm
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For daily Mass:

if schools are closed,
Mass is cancelled.

J.. This does not apply to:
#% Holy Days of Obligation
First Fridays
Weekend Masses

Fr. Joseph will always celebrate
these Masses.

]

Notices will be sent out via
Flocknote and our Facebook page
about any cancellations

4
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Sacred Heart
Adult Grief Support Group

Our volunteer run Adult Gringupport Group is a
chance to talk and notface (gn'gfalone. The group
will be taking a break dun’ng the winter season and

will resume meeting in February, weather permitting.

What is centering prayer?

Centering prayer is a silent, contemplative prayer method rooted in
Catholic tradition, aiming to foster a deeper relationship with God.
It is a way to cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s presence and
action within oneself. The Centering Praying Group gather every
Sunday at 5 pm to converse and to participate in centering
prayer.

Virtus Child Safety

To report an incidence of
suspected child sexual abuse,
please contact your local law
enforcement agency, or you may
confidentially contact WV Child
Protective Services at
800.352.6513. To report
suspected cases of sexual abuse
by personnel of the Diocese of
Wheeling-Charleston to the
Diocese, please contact the
Diocese at 888.434.6237

or 304.233.0880.

St. Arnne’s Altar Society

St. Anne’s will meet the 2nd Thursday of the
month at 11 am after morning Mass. All Ladies of
the Parish are welcome to attend!

Next Meeting will be

January 8th at 11 am, weather permitting

2026 Calendars
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January Ministry Schedule
Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Time
1. D. Kelley 1.D. Crigger 1.T. Behrmann L. Bolyard
Sat. D. Crigger Dan
1/3 P Peretti | 88T |2 A.Froy  |2.A.Peretti 2.P. Peretti
6 PM Roland
S 1.R. West 1. B. Buzzo 1.S. Copolo 1.R. Ciccolini |The Albert’s
o M. M. 2.K. Oakes 2. C.Ott 2.C. Havens 2.R. Albert Jack
1/4 Malamisura | Malamisura 3.C. Asbury Mary-Ann
9 AM
1. A.Peretti [1.V. Hager 1.]. McCloud 1. L. Pascasio
?a/tl.o M 2. E.Peretti [2.M. Zalduondo |2. L. Mariotti Dan
J. McCloud Zaldu(;ndo
6 PM Gray
D. Duritza
1. T.Brown [1.T.Bales 1.K. Kidd 1.K. Brown R
Sun. 2. K. Wills |2, R. Albert 2. K. Kirk 2.R. Kidd Malamisura
1/11 The B Musoli Jack
Winfree’s -Viusofn 3.T.]. Marv_A
9 am Longworth ary-Ann
Sat. 1.D. Kelley 1.T. Behrmann 1.P. Peretti 1. L. Bolyard
/17 TBA D. Crisoer 2.A. Froy 2D. Crigger 2.C. Saunders Dan
6 pm ) g8 Debbie
Sun. 1.R. West 1.A. Robinson 1.C. Havens D. Shumate
1/18 2.K. Oakes 2.8. Copolo 2.D. Rebuck | M. McCoy
M Children to o Jack
9 am C. West Mal " 3.R. Ciccolini
alamisura Read Mary-Ann
Kids
Mass
Christmas Weekend YTD YTD
Weekly Collection
Masses Dec 27-28 Actual Budget
Envelopes 2,915.92 245,140.60 274,000.00
Loose Offertory 803.00 302.00 25,491.92 24.,000.00
Holiday Flowers 70.00 3,054.00 2,000.00
Holy Day Collections 17,041.00 19,687.00 10,550.00
Total Contributions $17,914.00 $ 3,217.92 $293,373.52 $310,550.00
Food Pantry 4,960.00 270.00 35,431.20 0.00
DWC: Catholic Charities WV 803.00 25.00 929.00 1,000.00
Attendance: 6pm: 200 6pm: 45
8pm: 64 9am: 119
9am: 48
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Sacted Heark wayefb List

Starting February 1, 2026, the Sacred Heart Prayer List will be refreshed for a new year. Please review the
current list and call the parish office or email Lucy if you would like your loved ones to remain on the list
or if you would like to add a new loved one to the prayer chain.

Parishioners: Stephanie Blevins, George Bowling, Mary Bruch, Ron Ciccolini, Benny Disibbio, Carolina Ferrare, Angie Genovesi, Julia

Harrison, Daniel Kirk, Claire & Terry Lampert, Tommie Jo Longworth, Mary Malamisura, Sabrina Mazol, Aalannah McPeak, Feleesha

Moran & Family, Annette & Claude Morgan, Sharon Rothausen, Audrey Snyder

Homebound Parishioners: Linda Angelelli, Joanne Ercoline, Lou Ercoline, Mary Claire Keenan, Sue Mazol, Joan Monaco, Ernesto

Pascasio, Barbara Pickett, Rosalie Rochetti, Mitzi Romeo, Miriam Salaita, Anna H. Switch, Joan Zingale

Friends & Family: Lorin Albin, Leia Allen, Ethan Atwell, Lane Austin, Vera Lee Austin, Madeline Behrmann, Yvonne Blevins, Mark
Burnette, John Burton, Patrick Clark, Chuck Comer, Randy Crisco, Beatrice Dunn, Fr. Chapin Engler, George "Hooger" Fisher, Elizabeth
George, Angela Buzzo Gess, Helga Goldman Graham, Jerry Greely, Erin Hager, Skip Harless, Larry Harris, Linda Henegar, Yael Issacs,
Natalie Jackson, Sandy Kegley, Sherry Khatib, Judge Kornish, Bruce Lasker, Robert Martin, Conner McKenzie, Walt “Buddy” Pierce,
Annette Pike, Anne Marie Plavecsky, Dee Puckett, Nick Pullano, Dr. Amanda Hale Reese, Nancy Roten, Nicole Romano, Andrew

Satmary, Jacob Seabolt, Audrey Sease, Julie Sease, Larry Sparks, Chris Taylor, Kay Trimble, Cathleen Underwood

Catholic Sharing Appeal
We have raised $37,105 which is 147% of our goal of $25,200.

A reminder that the first 50% of our goal goes towards ministries all over the diocese, CATHOLIC

SHARING APPEAL
the second 50% and over raised goes straight towards Sacred Heart.

We are looking for flower sponsorships for Fresh Bouquets for weekend Mass. If you
would be interested in sponsorship, please contact the pavish office for more information.

January 3-4:

In Memory of Margaret & Henry Lowery u 2
By Theresia Lowery
Atar Flowers
/ IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY AND A PRIEST IS NEEDED., PLEASE CALL: \
Parish Office (304) 327-5623 Princeton Office (304) 425-3664

In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the actively dying: {Please consider, if Fr. Joseph out of town, it will take longer to contact a
priest. Please call the church office as soon as you can} The church should be contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the opportunity to
confess their sins, profess their faith, be anointed, and receive Holy Communion — the foretaste and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current situations, that there be enough time
for Fr. to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the actively dying.

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is sick. We can place your name on the
prayer list. If requested, Fr Joseph will arrange for distributing Holy Communion in the home.

Nursing homes & Hospitals: are not permitted to contact the church. If someone you know is in the hospital, please call the church office. /
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Join us for
Bingo & BBQ

Bring Your Quarters for 25 cent Bingo Cards

Sunday January 1, 2026
1000 AW( :

Join us for
Coffee & Donuts




Dear Padre,

| recently lost my husband of sixty years. |
prayed for him through his four-year illness.
Since he has died, | cannot pray. Any advice
for me?

My heartfelt condolences on your profound loss. When
someone we love dies, a part of us dies too. Sometimes, the
trauma is so severe that it can even affect our relationship
with God.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Klibler-Ross identified five stages of
grief. In the denial stage, some people can’t accept the reality of the death. It becomes too much to handle. In
the anger stage, some may question their belief in God—especially if their prayer requests (such as, “Please God,
if you heal my loved one, | will...”) weren't successful in the bargaining stage. People in the depression stage
feel overwhelmed by the reality of the loss and may not always feel like connecting with others—even with God
in prayer. However, in the acceptance stage, emotions stabilize, and a person comes to terms with their new
reality. Nothing makes up for the absence of a loved one, but people manage to cope and live on.

It's because you loved so deeply that the loss feels so deep. God accepts you completely; God understands
how you feel. He wants you to be at peace and live life fully. Our compassionate God yearns to help console you
and offer assistance in your healing process until you can embrace him again in prayer. ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV Do you have a question for the Padre?
Let us resolve to bring [God’s] love everywhere, Go to DearPadre.org to send your question

never forgetting that each of our sisters and and.oleara.miore atout Deur Aadre.

brothers is a dwelling place of God and that his

presence is manifested above all in the little ones, Monday Wednesday Saturday
in the poor and the suffering, who ask us to be January 3 January 7 January 10
thoughtful and compassionate Christians St.Johin Neumann, - Christmas Weekday  Christmas Weekday
REGINA CAELI, ROME MA\.’ 25,2025 Sishop Linid-ag lp il
2 2 : 1Jn3:22-4:6 Mk 6:45-52 In 3:22-30

Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Thursday Sunday
Tuesday January 8 January 11
g January 6 Christmas Weekday ~ The Baptism
& Christmas Weekday 1 Jn 4:19-5:4 of the Lord
o
g 1Jn4:7-10 Lk 4:14-22a Is 42:1-4, 6-7
8 Mk 6:34-44 . Acts 10:34-38
a Friday
o Mt 3:13-17
2 January 9
% Christmas Weekday
% 1Jn 5:5-13
g Lk 5:12-16
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