our Parish November 30, 2025

First Sunday of Advent (A)

c O M M " " ' ' v Isaiah 2:1-5 / Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:37-44
Waiting, but Quick!

MIGUEL DULICK

his is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excitement is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the prophet
Isaiah sounds like breaking news: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning

hooks.” The psalmist announces we are already there: “And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.”

Saint Paul tickles our fancy with another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus himself seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The Lord
“is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it to Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to
have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare not “sleep,” lest we miss him!

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween, the Christmas lights go up, the carols start,
the “Merry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins. Lent is a time for repentance, alms, and
fasting. But there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts and stockings with goodies. The
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Church tries to slow us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare the way, led by John the Baptist. So let’s
keep waiting; let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here soon enough. But let’s not be too austere. A
full menu of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let’s cheer

each other: Merry Advent! @

Reflect-
What can I do to prepare for Christmas mindfully, peacefully, and joyfully?

t !
Our salvation is nearer now than when we
& == Tirstbelieved;the.night-is.advanced, the day

! is'at hand. Let us then throw off the works of

darkness [and] put on the armor of light.
ROMANS 13:11B-12
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SACRED HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH

1003 WYOMING ST, BLUEFIELD, WV 24701
NOVEMBER 29-30, 2025

MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS Sacred Heart
Saturday, November 29 - 6:00 PM Princeton
% Fr. Leo Lyden by Fred Buter & Deborah Garton lt’ilass Times
Tuesdays:
Sunday, November 30- 9:00 AM 5pm - }jl\doration &
Confession
- Stella Taylor by Sacred Heart Church 6 pm - Mass
Wednesday, Dec. 3- Adoration at 5 pm & Mass at 6 pm
” * * Thursdays:
T David Amaro by Donella Crigger 12 Noon - Mass
Thursday, December 4—10:00 AM First Fridays:
T Virginia Shumate by Knights of Columbus 12 Noon
Saturdav, December 6- 6:00 PM Saturdays:
7 3:30 pm -Confession
T Fr. Leo Lyden by Fred Butler & Deborah Garton 4:00 pm - Mass
Sunday, December 7 - 9:00 AM Sundavs:
. . . . 10:30 -Confessi
¥ Maria Ciaccio by nghts of Columbus 1100 zrnri i I\Z:SSessmn

Confession: 8:30 AM on Sundays ~ 5:45 PM on Saturdays ~ 5:00 PM on Wednesdays ~ By Appointment

UPCOMING EVENTS CHURCH STAFF

November 30: First Sunday of Advent PASTOR: Rev. Joseph Mandokkara Augustine, J.C.L.
November 30: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm J'augustine@dWC-Org Office: 304-327-7218
December 2: OCIA Meeting 5 pm in the Church Lounge
December 3: PPC Meeting 6:45 pm PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: Julia Harrison, M.A.A.T.
December 5: First Friday Mass at 10 am with Adoration following julia@sacredheartblfd.org 304-396-5706

Mass
December 5: Adult Grief Support Group at 4:30 pm in School PARISH SECRETARY: Lucy Brinegar
December 5: Christmas Caroling 6 pm lbrinegar@sacredheartblfd.org

December 7: Sunday Social 10 am

December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR: Wendi Aiello

December 7: Cocoa & Cookies with St. Nicholas 10:15 am w.aiello@yahoo.com 304-320-2150
December 7: Centering Prayer Group 5 pm

December 8: Immaculate Conception of Mary Mass 6 pm PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Kim Hickman
December 8: Knights of Columbus Meeting 7 pm After Mass Khickman@sacredheartblfd.org

December 9: Christmas at The Havens Nursing Home 11 am

December 9: OCIA Meeting 6 pm in the Lounge Office Hours: 304-327-5623
Monday- Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

Friday 9:00am-12:00pm
Food Pantry Hours:
Wednesday 10:00am -2:00 pm

December 9: Men’s Prayer Group 6 pm
December 10: Advent Penance Service 6 pm

December 11: St. Anne’s Altar Society Meeting 6 pm

To our non-Catholic friends, we extend a warm invitation to for you to come forward and receive a Blessing when our Catholic brothers and
sisters come forward to receive Holy Communion. Please come up to the Priest or Eucharistic Minister with your hands folded across your chest,

so we will know that you wish to receive a Blessing. We are gratgfu] for your presence.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

All Parishioners are invited
and encouraged to attend
our First Friday Mass on
Friday,
December 5™ at 10 AM
with Adoration following
Mass.

What is the Angel Tree Program?

child and we buy and deliver the gifts.
How to Participate:
Pick a child off the Angel Tree.

on the table.

ers will deliver them to the families.

ticipate as a delivery driver,
please contact Barbara Musolin
at 304-922-1934

Angel Tree is a program offered to incarcerated
parents who would like to see their children re-
ceive a gift for Christmas. They write a note to the

Write your name and number on the index card
on the back, and put the index card in the basket

Shop for your angel child, wrap the presents and
stick your angel sticker on the wrapped gift.
Return your gifts by December 14th and our driv-

If anyone has any questions or would like to par-

DECEMBER 7"
AFTER J AM MA9d

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

FIRST SUNDAY
DONUTo & COFFEE

AND

COCOA ¢ COOKIFS g
Wit ST NichoiAs &

Saint Nicholas will share his story
. and watch the children complete a
u; Christmas Craft. Saint Nicholas
l ‘i would also like for the children to
® bring their Christmas letter for him.

PLEASE NOTE WE WILL NOT BE HAVING
FIRST SATURDAY GAME NIGHT.

First Sunday of Advent

Begin your Advent journey by blessing your
Advent wreath. Light the first violet candle and
sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

O come, desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of humankind;
bid ev’ry sad division cease
and be thyself our Prince of peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to thee, O Israel.

Advent Penance Service

Tuesday, December 9:

6 pm ~ Princeton
Wednesday, December 10:
6pm ~ Bluefield

: Advent
Fenance

eService e
g’ 4
e

.

WELCOME TO
SACRED HEART!

STELLA
MAE
TAYLOR

Daughrer of E
(fllristnp wer & Laura g
‘[':lyl()r

BAPTIZEID ON
NOVEMBR 30, 2025

o Giktatc R

Monday, December 8:
12 Noon ~ Princeton

\ 6pm ~ Bluefield
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OCIA, or Order of Christian Initiation of
Adults, is a gradual process for adults who
wish to join the Catholic Church or for
Catholics who want to complete their
initiation sacraments. If interested, please call

Barbara Musolin at 304-922-1934 or Claire Lampert at 304-921-2455.

OCIA will be meeting every Tuesday at 5:00 pm in the Lounge.

g‘fﬁj A Ghowiney te @fﬁ_i

Order of Christlan Initiatlon
oy v a8 ACT)

Faith Formation 2025-26
Every Sunday at 10:15 am
in the School Building

t'/‘%' ' ! FaﬁéNé%ONGOINC;

Schedule

November 30 ~ No Faith Formation for Thanksgiving
December 7 ~ Lesson with St. Nicholas in Lounge

Men’s Prayer Group!

All Men of the Parish are invited to our bimonthly Men’s
Prayer group meetings. The structure for the group
consists of prayer, formation, and fraternity.

Next Meetings

December 9th at 6 pm in Lounge

Sacred Heart
Adult Grief Support Group

%é':“‘ :
. gb‘ every month at 4:30 pm in the School.
_ Weather Permitting. All are welcome to attend.

Centering Prayen Group

What is centering prayer?

Our volunteer run Adult Gringupport Group has
cbcmged their meeting time to the Ist Friday of

Centering prayer is a silent, contemplative prayer method rooted in
Catholic tradition, aiming to foster a deeper relationship with God.
It is a way to cultivate a deeper awareness of God’s presence and
action within oneself. The Centering Praying Group gather every
Sunday at 5 pm to converse and to participate in centering
prayer.

St. Arnne’s Altar Society

St. Anne’s Altar Society has
a new meeting time! St. Anne’s will meet the
2nd Thursday of the month at 11 am after
morning Mass.

All Ladies of the Parish are welcome to attend!

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

UPCOMING
EVENTS _

Advent Penance
Service
Wednescday,

ADVENT TAIZE PRAYER
Give yowwsely the gitt of peace.

Eucharistic Adoration - Benediction

Music - Prayer
Sunday, November 30, 2025
6:00 pm
Princeton Sacred Heart Church

J5sk KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS

W

The Knights of Columbus next
meeting will be Monday December
8th at 7pm After the Immaculate
Conception of Mary Mass that begins
at6 pm.
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November Ministry Schedule
Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Time
Sat. 1.A. Peretti 1.D. Crigger 1.J. McCloud 1.L. Bolyard . Jack
11/29 |]J. McCloud| F.Moran [2.E. Peretti 2.F. Moran 2.T. Behrmann 2.1. Pascasio on
6 pm . o Roland
Ciccolini
1.R. West 1.A. Rebuck 1.L. Ajulo 1.T.].
Sun C. West 2.K.Oakes  [2.C. Ott 2.K. Kirk Longworth
11/30 S e 2.R. Ciccolini [Tommie Jack
9 AM Mary L. Ajulo 3S.C l
i - HOPOIO o Debbie
Baptism Malamisura 4 R.
Malamisura Longworth
Christmas &
at the Havens 4 BIRTHDAYS
December 9™ at 11 am ' .
Celebrate the spirit Janice Barber 1 John Keczan 12 Declan Ott 20
of C_hr'STmGS with Frances Cutlip 3 Mary Ann Bourne 13 Maria Pochick 20
Christmas
Caroling at Jimmy Froy 4 Ashley Brown 13 Cairre Powe 20
The Havens
Nursing Home with s Anthony Peretti 4 Michele Smith 13 Ted Marchal 21
all the residents!
Joshua Christ 5  Sophia Tran 13 Kara Zande 21
Patty McGinnity 5  Michael Patton 14 Natalie Lijoi 25
Steven Peebles 5 Mary McGonagle 15 Aalannah McPeak 29
David Meade 6 Katie Goodwin 16  Patty Peretti 29
g\- ‘ J§ ]oseph Seigafuse 6 Krystin Austin 17 Patty Bolen 31
]
ﬂ conce l t Tom Buzzo 7  Kristan Bhazsar 17  Ainsley Miller 31
Carole Mamone 7  Susan Maupin 17  Bella Rust 31
Decemher 14 P
at 4:00 pm |n the Church Bob McGraw 10 Patricia Zande 18
‘ Come ioin the fun and celebrate Ida Pascasio 10 Charles Lyl’lCl’l 19
the Christmas season at Sacred Heart Jack Holt 11 Michaele Pellillo 19
::II;:::? yurrr\\:esii‘cns‘zlg;::izz\iif\rg?\ DL Angela Meade 11 Matthew Peretti 19
Mr. Dan Turner and Jack Holt.
= Handbell Choir will
er(\)t::ta?: ut;ewi::h g\lxrr‘g:eautiful Michael & Kim Patton December 11
t[;e:lé:;t:e'\rstt)h:rg.lrectlon ot P Ernesto & Ida Pascasio December 17
~We are so blessed to have o U | JJ "# Dennis & Marietta Tumbokon December 17
members of our local community o0 ‘ . Wy . o
to join us with seasonal solos and Mike & Patty McGinnity December 18
duets. ' d ber 19
b ‘\/E:r'Sa'( 7+ Ed & Susan Kerr December
Bring a friend or two and join us on Sunday, \ Ray & Susan Maupin December 27
December 14th at 4:00 pm
b1 iirig andsing s the Chrlstrins seasoh. George & Wendi Aiello December 30
Reception 1o follow by the lounge Fred & Deborah Butler December 31
directly after concert




DECEMBER2025

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1003 Wyoming St.
Bluefield, WV 24701

SACRED HEART

CATHOLIC CHURCH ph: 304-327-5623
Sunday Monday TueSday  WedneSday — ThurSday Friday Saturday
1 2 .w St. Francis Xavier 4 5 First _u_._Qmu_\ s}
OCIA Meeting 5 pm i e Ssealaitin
Adoration/Confession Mﬂ“ﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂbﬂh Rosary/Confession:
CHOIR PRACTICE =00 U_”: Mass: 10:00 am IN SCHOOL 5:30 pm
6:00 PM Mass 6:00 pm Christmas Mass 6:00 pm
PPC Meeting 6:45 PM i 3
RSVP DUE For M“._M M ling 3G
4o «cwewsay;  Christmas Caroling "o P
7 2nd Sunday of Advent § Q “ .n\w_.__“ﬁbhw._w.__S? _H_u .‘. 10 Food Pantry 10-2 N . du of 13 2nd Collection:
RosanyiGentassion Immaculate A B 4 ﬁﬂ_ﬂjw.ﬁu“_& ' Retirement Fund
Mass: 9:00 am £ Conception LS o S ADVENT PENANCE =~ Mass: 10:00 am *,?_Mw?ﬁum for Religious
- €
_SUNDAY S0CIAL & ) of Mary OCIA Meeting 5 pm SERVICE 6 PM i s S m.m,xm_ sttucy
(70COA & (POOKIES Mass 6 pm MEN'S PRAYER SO Annes Meeling 3B E 10 AM Rosary/Confession
WITH_8T. ‘NICHOLAS 11am . 5:30 pm
AFTER 9 AM ‘MASS K of C Meeting SEEALF 455N Spanish Mass at 11 pm g
Centering Prayer 5pm  After Mass at 7 pm  CHOIR PRACTICE 6 PM in Beckley, WV Mass 6:00 pm
14 2nd Collection: 15 16 1 Food Pantry 10-2 18 19 20
Retirement Fund OCIA Meeting 5 pm
for Religious .
3rd Sunday of Advent MEN'S PRAYER  adoration/Confession Mass: 10:00 am Rosary/Confession
Rosary/Confession: GROUP 6:00 PM 5:00 T 5:30 pm
8:30 am : pm
Mass: 9:00 am ’
CHRISTMAS CONCERT CHOIR PRACTICE 1455 6:00 pm Mass 6:00 pm
4:00 PM 6:00PM
Centering Prayer 5 pm
21 4th Sunday of Advent 22 23 24 25 2ndCollection: 26 St Stephen 27 st. John, Apostle
wmwmqw“%o:mmmmmo: hetstras v Mo Cathalic n_._mﬂ““_mm Rosary/Confess.
. I E. LR 23 A y
Mass by 9:00 am 6:00 PM Christmas %&Eﬁ 5:30 pm
DECORATE CHURCH FOR 007y Dy Mass Chaislmag MessBinm
CHRISTMAS AFTER MASS . GO0 AM ey .
Centering Prayer 5 pm Office Closed Office Closed Office Closed
28 Holy Family of Jesus, 29 30 31 1 Solemnity of Mary,

Mary, and Joseph

Rosary/Confession
8:30 am

Mass: 9:00 am
No Faith Formation /Holiday

Centering Prayer 5 pm

Mother of God

OCIA Meeting 5 pm

New Years Day
fass 9 AM

*Please note, there will be No Foith Formation
Office Closed on Sunday, January 4 due to holiday*



December Ministry Schedule

Mass | Sacristan Rosary Altar Servers Lectors Eucharistic Hospitality |Collection| Music
Date Leader Ministers Counters
Sat 1.A. Peretti 1.D. Garton 1.L.Mariotti 1.L. Bolyard Jack
Dec. 6 P. Peretti D. Garton |2.E. Peretti 2.V. Hager 2.P. Peretti 2.C. Mariotti
Roland
S 1.S.C 1
un 1.C. Tran 1.C. Ott 1.S. Copolo opolo The Albert’s
Dec. 7 2. K. Wills 2.R. Albert 2.K. Kidd 2.R. Albert Jack
C. West L. Ajulo
ongworth
Mon. No 1.T. Brown 1.T. Behrmann 1.J. McCloud L. Bolyard Jack
Dec. 8 |]. McCloud 2.A. Froy 2.A. Peretti 2.C. Havens No Counting
Rosary Barbara
Friday No 1.B. Musolin 1. TBA 1.T. Behrmann Jack
Dec. 12| C. Havens 2.D. Johns 2. TBA 2.P. Peretti L. Bolyard No Counting )
Rosary Theresia
Sat 1.A. Peretti 1.T. Behrmann 1.J. McCloud 1.L. Bolayrd Dan
Dec. 13 TBA TBA 2.E. Peretti 2.C. Saunders 2.V. Hager 2.1.Pascasio G
ray
D. Durit
Sun 1.T. Brown 1.A. Rebuck 1.A. Robinson 1.R. Albert ;rl “
Dec. 14 2. TBA 2.M. Rebuck 2.C. Stacy 2.Rl. ' Malamisura Jack
9 am Winfree’s | B. Musolin Malamisura )
3.K. Brown Theresia
Sat 1.D. Kelley 1.D. Garton 1.T. Behrmann 1.L. Bolyard Jack
Dec. 20 TBA D. Garton |2.A. Froy 2.D. Crigger 2.P. Peretti 2.B. Pascasio
Roland
Sun 1.R. West 1.T. Bales 1.A. Robinson 1.S. C0P010 D. Shumate
Dec. 21 2.K. Oakes 2.]. Barber 2.C. Havens 2.D. Rebuck M. McCoy K
e M. Jac
9am | Winfree’s | o ara 3.R. Kidd Bella Holt
4.T.].
Longoworth
Dec. 24 1.K. Oakes Faith Formation 1.A. Robinson 1.L. Bolyard .
Children C . .. Jac
Xmas W No 2.R. West 2.L. Mariotti 2 .R. Ciccolini b
Eve - West Rosary 3.K. Wills Back Up: T. Bales g, g Up: V. Hager (3 TBA an
Choir
Dec. 24 1.T. Brown 1.R. Ciccolini 1.]J. McCloud 1.R. Ciccolini S
R. Ciccolini
Xmas No 2.A. Froy 2.B. Buzzo 2. TBA 2.K. Brown Jack
J. McCloud R
Eve Rosary : Debbie
Malamsiura
Dec. 25 Mary 1.R. Ciccolini 1. TBA 1.R. Ciccolini
Xmas M. No Malamisura 2. TBA 2. TBA 2. TBA Jack
Day Malamisura Rosary Hobe
Sat. 1.A. Peretti 1.TBA 1.V. Hager 1.L. Bolyard Jack
Dec. 27 TBA D. Garton |2.E. Peretti 2.D. Crigger 2.C. Saunders 2.1. Pascasio
Debbie
Sun. 1.R. Aiello 1.C. Ott 1.K. Kidd 1.R.
Dec. 28 2.C. Tran 2.T. Bales 2. TBA Malamisura The Aiello’s Jack
9 am C. Havens M. 2.D. Rebuck
Malamisura Bella
3.B. Buzzo
Holt

4.
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Parishioners: Stephanie Blevins, George Bowling, Mary Bruch, Ron Ciccolini, Benny Disibbio, Carolina Ferrare, Angie Genovesi, Julia
Harrison, Daniel Kirk, Claire & Terry Lampert, Tommie Jo Longworth, Mary Malamisura, Sabrina Mazol, Aalannah McPeak, Feleesha

Moran & Family, Annette & Claude Morgan, Sharon Rothausen, Audrey Snyder

Homebound Parishioners: Linda Angelelli, Joanne Ercoline, Lou Ercoline, Mary Claire Keenan, Sue Mazol, Joan Monaco, Ernesto

Pascasio, Barbara Pickett, Rosalie Rochetti, Mitzi Romeo, Miriam Salaita, Anna H. Switch, Joan Zingale

Friends & Family: Lorin Albin, Leia Allen, Ethan Atwell, Vera Lee Austin, Madeline Behrmann, Yvonne Blevins, Mark Burnette, John
Burton, Patrick Clark, Chuck Comer, Randy Crisco, Beatrice Dunn, Fr. Chapin Engler, George "Hooger" Fisher, Elizabeth George, Angela
Buzzo Gess, Helga Goldman Graham, Jerry Greely, Erin Hager, Skip Harless, Larry Harris, Linda Henegar, Yael Issacs, Natalie Jackson,
Sandy Kegley, Sherry Khatib, Judge Kornish, Bruce Lasker, Robert Martin, Conner McKenzie, Walt “Buddy” Pierce, Annette Pike, Anne
Marie Plavecsky, Nick Pullano, Dr. Amanda Hale Reese, Nancy Roten, Nicole Romano, Andrew Satmary, Jacob Seabolt, Audrey Sease,

Julie Sease, Larry Sparks, Chris Taylor, Kay Trimble, Cathleen Underwood

Catholic Sharing o o We are looking for flower sponsorships for Fresh Bouquets
Appeal for weekend Mass. If you would be
Weh eed $36.430 interested in sponsorship, please contact
€ have raise y 2 « « a a
which is 145% of CATHOLIC the parish office for more information. J o\
our goal of $25,200. November 29-30: " B ;\"'.__,v; "
A reminder that the first 50% of our goal goes In Memory 0{ ]oseph & Mary Ji 1 f
towards ministries all over the diocese, the second Falasinnu
50% and over raised goes straight towards Sacred L(\/Z tar Flowers
Heart.
/ [ n [ [ . Wkend YTD YTD
R \ Weekly Collection Nov 22-23 Actual Budget
2026 Calendars
E 1 2,631.00 214,806.68 239,000.00
Our 2026 Sacred nveopes ’ ’ ’
. Loose Offertory 317.00 22,405.92 22,000.00
Heart Calendars

Total Contributions | $ 2,948.00 | $ 237,212.60 | $ 261,000.00
are in! Please feel

- free to ple up one Food Pantry 450.00 27,331.20
DWC: St Joseph 491.00 491.00
when you come to
" Mass! Attendance: 6pm: 68 9am: 124
/ IN CASE OF AN EMERGENCY AND A PRIEST IS NEEDED, PLEASE CALL: \
Parish Office (304) 327-5623 Princeton Office (304) 425-3664

In case of serious or life-threatening sickness or the actively dying: {Please consider, with Fr. Joseph out of town, it will take longer to contact a
priest. Please call the church office as soon as you can} The church should be contacted as soon as possible. People deserve the opportunity to
confess their sins, profess their faith, be anointed, and receive Holy Communion — the foretaste and pledge of eternal life. PLEASE don’t wait until
after the person is unconscious or so sedated that he or she cannot communicate. It is imperative with current situations, that there be enough time
for Fr. to go through the appropriate protocol to visit the actively dying.

In case of Illness: Please call the parish office to let us know if you, a family member, or a parishioner is sick. We can place your name on the
prayer list. If requested, Fr Joseph will arrange for distributing Holy Communion in the home.

Qursin homes & Hospitals: are not permitted to contact the church. If someone you know is in the hospital, please call the church office. /
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AROLING

kFRIDAY DECEMBER 5TH 6:00 PM

Come join the fun caroling to our homebound
parishioners! After caroling, we will come
back to the church for food and fun!

Please RSVP to the church office

by Wednesday, December 3“so

our commitee can make travel V

plans and have a headcount of o
those eating.




Dear Padre,

Is Advent a penitential season?

Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church are “every
Friday of the whole year and the season of Lent” (Code of Canon
Law, 1250). Advent is a time to prepare for Christmas when
Christ’s First Coming is remembered, and this remembrance
directs the mind and heart to await Christ's Second Coming
at the end of time. (See Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year
and the General Roman Calendar, 39.) While Advent is more
anticipatory than penitential, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops states, “Advent also includes an element of
penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.” Although,
historically, Advent was similar to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, it was less severe than the
season preceding Easter, and it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The Eastern Church still begins the
Nativity Fast on November 15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our Lord’s coming (adventus in Latin). The Church reflects
this anticipation of Advent through such practices as limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler
liturgical music, and omitting the Gloria at Mass until Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Advent
through such spiritual practices as participation in works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration of the
sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and prayerful contemplation on our Savior’s Incarnation. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
December 1 December 2 December 3 December 4 December 5 December 6 December 7
Advent Advent St. Francis Advent Advent Advent Second Sunday
Weekday Weekday Xavier, Priest Weekday Weekday Weekday of Advent
Is 4:2-6 Is 11:1-10 Is 25:6-10a Is 26:1-6 Is 29:17-24 Is 30:19-21, Is 11:1-10
Mt 8:5-11 Lk 10:21-24 Mt 15:29-37 Mt 7:21, 24-27 Mt 9:27-31 23-26 Rom 15:4-9
Mt 9:35-10:1, Mt 3:1-12
5a, 6-8

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

We are called to offer God’s love to everyone, in

order to achieve that unity which does not cancel out
differences but values the personal history of each
person and the social and religious culture of every
people. Brothers and sisters, this is the hour for love!
The heart of the gospel is the love of God that maRes us

CHAZ MUTH / CNS

brothers and sisters.

HOMILY, ROME, MAY 18, 2025
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